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mortality, and aſcend on 
our deceaſed friend in 


poſe that any ef the 1nhab LEST 
fat region will ſoon- : 
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can I fup 
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will falute your” firſt 
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2 February Nl he was 2 to: call 


= /e!/. Some time after” her decegſe theſe 
1 manuſcripts were tranſmitted to me, all in- 
ee in one ſheet Y paper, and dirceted to 
mne at Newington by her own hand, In 
the midſt of them 1 * Her leiter, which 
intreated me to review them, and commit 


i 


3 ae neceſſary to /hew the world, not fa 


doe f that holy and heavenly character 
- which ſbe maintained, in an un rer e 


Soth in life and Aab. 


naar coul her great modefly conceal . ber 
. graves and accompli 1ſhments ; but it 
| 17 not "my province ſo give a particular ac- 


| Pres will be ſet in a juſt and pleaſing light. 
| relations, to:whom the. care of her 2 


Thee Devout Exerciſes, are animated 


* 3 


Ver out of our 3 and take her to him 


n: to the preſt. This letter I hace 


much to diſcover my rigbt to publiſh theſe 
| paper, as: to let the reader fee ſomething. 


YL LY Fit now almot: . years years ago 5 
ie lat honoured with her acquaintance; 


count of this excellent woman who has bleſs'd 
| aid adbrn d our nation and aur age. 1 e- 
2 Her temper, her conduct, and her vir : 
| among. the memoirs of her life, by ſome naar 
þ pieces, and hen ſamiliur letters is committed. | 


| with TY * as gt Meat the: ba „ 
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guage af holy on, and dife ;ſcovers t 

70 * the boy poſſe her heart; and | 
who were favoured with ber chief inti- 
macy will mgſt readily believe it. The ſtyles.” 
T 2 55 eſs, is raiſed above that of commm 
meditation or ſoliloguy; but let it be rememe, 
bered ſhe was no common Chrifhan. A. ; 3 ! 
her vi rtuet were ſublime, ſo her Genus Was 
bright and ſparkling, and the vivacity 7 
Her imagination had a tincture of the muſe 
P rom her childhood. This made it 
to her to exprefs the inward pot 
ſe of her ſoul in more exalted. languages, 
and to paint her own ideas in metaphor and. 
_ rYapiure, near a-kin to the dliction of por. 

_ The reader will here find a ſpirit. dwell. | 
ing in fleſh, ele uated into divine. trauſports,, * 2 4 
- conge! Py thoje: of angels and unbadie . | 
' minds. Her intenſe —_ ta ber God Kadless 1 
at every hint, and tranſcends the limits. of} 
martality. 1 | ſcarce ever, met with am de:: 
votional writings: which... give ut an 8 3 
_- of afoul, at 8 Seaſons, fo fa 8 
ra 2 above every _ OY 56000 ons at 
12 . 83 ene: 
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1 apathetic ſenſibility 7 ber we calnefe, and 
| inthe firongeſt language of ſelfedi eſplicency,_. 
|  ſbe bewails her offences. againſt her Creator 
and Redeemer; and in Her intervals of 
| darkneſs ſhe vents her painful complaints 
aud mour ning o for the abſence of her high- 
3 2-4 and beſt beloved. 

Let it be obſerved, that it was much. the 
| 2 ion, even among Some divines of emi- 
= rence in former years, lo expreſs the. Fan 
Vvourt of devout love to our Saviour in the 
| of the Song of Solomon: an . muſt 
+ confeſs that ſeveral 'of my compaſures in 
, written in Jounger tt Tife, Were led by 
= 2 examples unwarih into this track. 
i But if 1 may be permitted to ſpeak the ſenſe . 
it rer age, T can hardly think this the 
language in which Chriftians ſhould” 
z t generally 55 lever t beir warm ſentimenis 
U 3 of religion, fince the charer and more ſpi- 
qd | ritual en of 1 the New Teftament. 
. fill it muſt be ow d, there "are ſome” 

I! al. apo irh ſuch beatifying 0 9 

I} 1 heaven, - and rapturd” with uch a 

= flame of divine affeftion, as more power- + 
4 ali engages all animal nature in their de- . a 
votionc, 0 and confirains them 10 7 Peak 7 fir 1 Op 
| pureff and moſt. Jpiritual exerciſes in ac * 
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+ Wee pr ofaned by: an un hol * 4 I 
tion. And the byaſs and propenſity towards 
this, „le i 2s yet fironger, where early im- 
Pprefions | of piety. have been. made on * 1 


heart by devout writings of this kind. 


1 t ſhould. be remember d alſo, thats: EY 2 
nothing to be found here which. riſes above 1 
our ideas; here are none of 2 abſurd 
and incomprehenſi ble phraſes which amuſe 
the ear with ſounding © vanity, and . hold 
reaſon in ſovereign contempt : here. are no 
_ wv1/tonary ſcenes of wild extravagance, no 


_ affeftations of the tumid and unmeaning 


| fixle, which. pr cad. 4 glaring confu uft re if 
over the undeſtanding ; n nothing that lea ds 2 


the reader into the region. of . thoſe my 


 flical ſhadows and dartneſe. which ao 0 
in the Romith writers, under the preten ce 4 
of refined light and ſublime ecftacy.. Nor i. 
the character of this 1  ngemons author to be 
. blemiſhed with any. other. reproaches * 1 


Have been ſometimes «gf on oe fort of ms 1 
_ ditations.. 


I know it hath 46% PIN That thin an A 9 4 


7 2 of rapture adareſs' d to. the Deity, is 
t a new track 5 to the flow of „ 
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| 5 er be allowed 20 be the caſe here; 
x rs Rowe had been ſought early by T 


EE” OP 


. Jo ſhe ſpent ſeveral years of 
in the connubual f ale, WWHD a 
1 I well fitted to be 
a2 pa iner of deere joyt Nr, 8 

TI know alſo that this ſoft and paſſionate | 

nof religious meditation has ſometimes been 
ampuled to injuries and ill-treatment in the 
mnarriageſftate, whereby the ſame affections 
are "weaned from an undeſerving object, and 
pour” 'd out in amorous language upon an ob- 
yet ſupremely worthy and divine. But 
mei ber bas this reproach any pretence in 
IJ the ne caſe: that happy pair had fouls 
ts 5 to each other, rl se 7 
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| of humour with the world, nor with her - 


ran among Seats with all the ſcenes of 


gaiety and greatneſs, were little, deſpicable, - 


ed upon God, the ſupreme original of all 


thing, it Was grandeur and public appear 
ances on earth. But [he never ſo conceald 


ny of her felloꝛw- creatures, as deſpiſe the 


meaneſt of her Jpecies. She was ever ka 
and compaſſionate to the difrreſſed,. and 


: oy can juſt ſupport "0 fuc 


- Was OY no means * 11 N and out 


acquaintance that dwelt in it: ſhe often 
conver} cd WE with the gay and the 

eat, | Was in high eficem among per 
N an Honold But honour and 


and forgotten things, while, in her devout 
moments, her eyes and her heart were fix= 


excellence and all honour. 1 

In common life ſhe was af able aol 1 
Friendly with perſons of every rank and 
degree; and in her latter years, as ſhe _ 
drew nearer to heaven, if ſhe avoided any 4 


and abfiracted herfelf from the ſoctety of a=" 


largely liberal to the. indigent... "Not: did 

be neglect the daily duties of human. , 3 4 I 
under a vain imagination that ſbe f 4 
in a higher ſphere, and was ferap i 


exalted Fat them. 
ä ſhort, there 1s nothing ; in ; theſe: Pap ber 


+ EI; : * 

ort 0 cen —_ 

3 2 : _— of += 
EO ö 7 _—— 

, 7 if I T 97 . 
oF 4. 4 ; 


- 


PREFACE 


* r 2 * 
r 4 
l * * n . 
* * K * 
. * 
„ = 1 
4 i * 
* * 
A * 
by 
- 
= 
v3 


S - fares, though men of corrupt minds may co 
ver the Bible itſelf with flander and ridi- 
cue. Let all ſuch readers fland aloof, nor 
= touch theſe facred 2 8 22 2 pu 
" Thoug h there. It. not one complet: ma of . 

1 verſes 1 all theſe CT; of her 
| foul, yet ſhe ever carried with her a reliſh 
= of poeſy even into her ſacred retirements. 

Sometimes ſhe ſprings her flight from a line 

oer two y verſe, which her memory had 
mpreſid upon her heart : ſometimes from 


= 97d midſt of her religious elewations, ſhe. 
bi down upon a few lines of ſome mo- 
dern poet, even Herbert as well as Mil- 
don, Oc. though tis but ſeldom ſhe cites 
EF their names. At other times, the verſes. 


Þ rous thoughts in ſudden melody and metre ; 
4 3 "We at leg I know not whence the lines are 


B © honour 5 make uſe 7757 ome of my writings, 
* A 5 ain Ver 72 in t Hehe ly meditations of her 
il Heart. Buſed be that God, who has % 


duce, as to aft fo ſublime a devotion. © 

From the different appearance of the ic 
paper and int in ſome of theſe pieces, as 
Oo" as A the * r 1 of fover rel 5 


feen to be the effuſion of her own raptu= 


13 yd + but ſhe moſt 6 5 


e, favour'd any thing my pen could pro- 
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97 * among ber Friends, tit evident 4 
they were written in her younger days; 
others are of a much later original, though 
| theft i 17 but one that eos a date, and that - 

| "30.8735. They ſeem to have 

| been penn 4 at ee Jeafons and occaſions 
throughout the courſe of her life. A few 
of them bear the correttions or additions of 
Her own pen, which diſcovers ſelf by a 
little difference of the hand-writing. 
' Though ſhe was never tempted away 
from our common Chriſtianity into the fa- 
ſhionable apoftacies of the age; yet I am 
well informed from many hands, that, in 
ber later years, [he entered with more ea 
and affection into ſome of the peculiar dos. 
trines 0 27 the goſpel: and tit evident that 
Fone theſe devotional pieces habe a more 
evangelic turn than others; and N 
moſt of thoſe were compoſed or cortected in 


the latter part of life. The oppoſition 
_avhich has 97 late been made to ſome * 


_ theſe truths, gave occa n to her further | i 


| ſearch into them, and ber we. 
However, 1 have placed theft Pts 


Sers all as-- 
I found them pinned up in A wrapping- © 


eal for them. | 1 


. 7 though 2 i evident, from a q 


ces, 10 not the order in i 
"ts bo LE "O08. 
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1 they were written, nor is that Yf any great | 
importance. x 
__ . Though theſe writings give us the api 
| rations of a devout Jo. in her ty "ett 
the public 875 "em ; 7 : They did not 
_ want a great deal of adjuſtment or correc- 
tion, in order to ſee the light. The num- 
bers and the titles are added by the publiſh-' 
er, as well as the breaks and pauſes, which - 
give a fort of reſt to the reader's mind, and 
male the review more caſy.. Here and 
there a too venturous flight is a little mode- 
rated; 3 ſometimes a meditation or a ſentence 
lis completed, which ſeemed very imperfect, 
or a ſhort line or two inſerted, to introduce 
t . the ſenſe where the language ſeemed too ab- 
A rupt, or the meaning too obſcure. Her foul 
Had a larg e ſet of ideas in preſent vie d, 
which mL every expreſſion ſhe uſed eaſy 
and. perſpicuous to herſelf when ſhe wrote 
only. for her own uſe ; though ſometimes her 
entire ſenſe might not be quite ſo obvious to 
every reader, without a little introduction 
into her rack of ſentiments. U pon the 
2e, 1 muſt acknowledge 1 was wery un- 
awilhng that this excellent work ſhould loſe 
any degrees of elegance or 2 
Shs 5 thr ough my hands. 
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brightneſs, by >| 
0 "Whew. © 


Ps R E F A C E. wit 
* hen the manuſcript Came - fir f under my ; 
© revi ial, I read it over with the eye of 3 BN 


ceritic and a friend, that I might publiſh it 
Wi th 5 * to 2 the ond "that. *orote it; 


; ployment deſtitute of it's proper S 
But never did I feel the true pleaſure of 
theſe meditations, till J had fimſhed this 
labour of the head, and began to read them 
over again, as. devout exerciſes of the 
- heart: then 1 endeavour'd to enter more en- 
tirely into the ſpirit of the prous: author, 
and attempted to aſſume her language as my. 
own.- But how much: ſuperior was: the a- 
tisſaction which: I received from: this res: 
view, eſpecially whereſoever I had 2 
io hope 1 could pronounce her words. with” 
 fencerity of. foul ? How happily. did this ra . 
and entertain all my pleaſing paſſions, and. 
give me another ſort” of delights. than the: - | 
Aru critical peruſal of them, in order id, I 
Judge concerning their propriety? But 1 
confeſs alſo, it was an abaſmg and mortify= | 
ing thought, when: 1 found how often I 
_ was conſtrained to drop the ſublime expreſ- 
fron from my lips, or forbid, my. tongue to uſe 
it, becauſe my own attainments funk ſo far 
beneath thoſe Kere elevations 2 Jpirit, and 
3 8 , 
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FI of thoſe tranſcendent degrees of „ 
Fav affection. and zeal, x. 
Lern me 1 all that peruſe hich book, 


mente, Jet them 5 3 far W can = 0 ky 

15158 language, and — theſe Ann 0 
„ their own: and, by aſpiring to follow 
= them, 3 they find the ſame N . 
= and delight, or at leaſt learn the profitable 

| leſſons. of ke and holy ſhame : 
And may a noble and glorious ambition ex- 
cite in their breafts a. ſacred zeal: to mu- 
late fo illuſtrious an example. W hatſoever | 
E ardours: of drvine love. have been kindled inn 
a ſoul united to fle/h and blood, may alſo ” 
=  kindled by the ſame influences of grace in on» © 
lber ſpirits, labouring under dhe VO Fes: 85 
5 and impediments. Ds 
But, perhaps, it wall be nece ary. bere 8 
5 give a caution to ſome, humble Chrifti= - 
ant, that they would not make theſe higher 
eleuations of piety. and holy joy the teft and - 
'- flandard by which to judge of the fincerity 
of their own. religion. Ten thouſand ſaints *. | 
are arrived ſafe at paradiſe, who have not |. 
been favoured, like St Paul, with a rap= | 
1 be into Ehe third N nor could . =: | 
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5 iſe to the affeftionate tranſports, and de- 
| * Joys Mrs Rowe: Yet I hope al 


g ers may find emething., F 
'- thro the aids of the bleſſed. 
” may give a "their religiou: 


pleaſures, and their immortal hopes, and 
bhereby render their lives more Holy and 
J ne 
I That the. publication of this little book © 
-N may be favaur'd with the divine 3 . 
or this happy end, i 
requeſt of the pubii 
motive of the ingenious « and nd pion writes i 
1 commit them, .my hand, to the. 
2 vie. This ſi iciently di covert 7 
the ollawing . 
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| H E opinion I have of. your piety and Fades” 


ER them; which I deſire you to do as ſoon as 
dau can conveniently ; only you. have full Kher: ta 


bes mhar you think proper, = 


* = 
6 _ 
* — 
o * 


"x *think there can ber no vanity i in a this 4 for 


* am ſenſible ſueh thoughts as theſe will not be for 
the taſte of the modiſh part of the world.; and be- 


Tore they appear, I ſhall be cntirely diſintereſted i. in. 


| the cepſure or. 2 8 of mortals. 
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we F* 


only for my own improvement; but I am not with- 


ſome pious minds, as the reading experiences. of o- 
: thers have had on my own ſoul. The experimental. 


than its theory; and if, when Fam ſleeping in the 
1 vine love in the heart of the loweſt and moſt deſ piſe 


N al gare and henignley... 


ment, is the reaſon of my giving you the 
: cate of looking over theſe papers, in order to 


BM The 1 were occafionally:: written, wing: 
4 gut hopes that they may have the ſame effect on 5 


E part of religion has. generally a greater influence 85 


duſt, theſe ſoliloquies fhould kindle a flame of yt 
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Chriſtian, be the glory given to the — Spring 5 
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N Rows': 8 e i 
1 have now{done with mortal things, and all to 


come is vaſt eternity eternity How tranſ- ' 

„ porting is the ſound! as long as God exiſts, my be- 
Ing and happineſs is ſecure, Theſe unbounded de- 

8 res, with the wie creation cannot limit, ſhall be 7 


der, 1 ſhall drigk at the fountain- 

efFcſh'd with the emana- 
oat NT? life and joy. I ſhall hear the voice 
of uncreated harmony ſpeaking peace and ineffable 1 
conſolation to wy ſoul. - 


I expect eternal life, not as a reward (of merit TY I 
but a pure act of bounty. Deteſting myſelf i in everx 
view I can take, I fly to the righteouſneſs and at- 


tonement of my great Redeemer for pardon and 


_ falvation; this is my only conſolation and hope. 
Enter not into judgment, O Lord, with thy JO 85 


for in thy fight . be Juſtify d. Ya AY 4 
Thro- e vos of the : 1 hip: I 3 


tire victory over the laſt enemy; and that before J 
this comes to you, I ſhall have reach'd the celeſtia!l 


heights; and while you are reading theſe lines, Ez : 


ſhall be adoring before the throne of God, where 3 
faith ſhall be turn'd into viſion, and theſe languiſu. 
Ing deſires fatisfy'd: with the full fruition NR immor< Y 
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and trace in heaven and 
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man thought can ſoar, . and yet chou art 


more near and intimate to my ſoul than 
any of the objects of ſenſe. Theſe ears 
have never heard thy voice, and yet Iam 
better acquainted with thee, and can re- 
ly on thee with more confidence, than 
on the deareſt friend-I have on earth. 
My heart cleaves to thee, O Lord, as 
its only refuge, and finds in thee a ſecret 


| - and conſtant ſpring of conſolation. I 


ſpeak to thee with the utmoſt confidence, 


and think thy being my greateſt happi- 
nei, The reflection on thy exiſtence * 


greatneſs recreates my ſpirits, and fills 


. my heart with alacrity; my ſoul over- 


flows with pleaſure, I rejoice, I trium h 
in thy independent bleſſedneſs and 
e ben. Reign, O m an Fi God, for. 


ever, glorious and uncontroul'd 


I, a worm of the earth, would join my 
e with the infinite orders erer 
With all thy flaming miniſters who re- 


dee in thy kingdom and Slory. 


Tho- not with them, thy happier: race, abe 
To view the, bright unveil'd divinity; © l FR 


(By no audacious glance from mortal 2 ; 7 . 1 _ FE 


L Thoſe myſtic glories are to be profan'd) '. N 2; 
3 MF 70 Bur yet 1 TH, the 775775 jenortal NE, 8 3 
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44 love hebe Thus far L cn f pe 
ba all the elk: 1s unutterable; 211 5 
muſt leave the pleaſing tale untold till T'” 
can talk in the language of immortality : 


and then I'll begin the tranſporting 18 | 


ry, which ſhall never come to an end, 
but be ſtill and ſtill beginning: for thy 
beauties, O thou faireſt of ten thouſand, 
will Rill be new, and ſhall kindle freth 
ardor in my foul to all eternity. The ſa- 
ered flame ſhall riſe, nor find any limits 
till thy perfections find a period. 


I love thee, and O one that knowl 1 
all things, read the characters that love 
has drawn on my heart: What excellence 
but thine, in heaven and earth, could 4 
raife ſuch aſpirations of ſoul, ſuel Ju- 
blime and fervent affections as thoſe 1 5 2 


feel? What could fix my ſpirit bat - 1 
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boundleſs perſection? What is dere . 8 


for whoſe ſake I could deſpiſe all created 
3 ? Why am I net at reſt here a? 
mong ſenſible enjoyments Whence ariſe 
theſe importunate longings, theſe infis - 
nite deſires? Why does not the com- 
plete creation melee or at leaſt dende 


Frith a dream of happineſs? hy do not 


the objects of ſenſe awake n m 


ne 
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ale: Why ſhould 1, who. ſay to.corrnp= 
lion, thou 3 my father; aſpire WIE an 
union with the immenſe divinity ? 


face, explain to me the ſacred myſtery ; 
tell me how this heavenly flame began, 
| unriddle its wondrous generation: who 


leſtial fire, and given a clod of earth this 
divine ambition? what could kindle it 
but the breath of God, which kindled 
up my ſoul? and to thee, its amiable o- 
riginal, it aſcends; it · breaks through | 
all created perfection, and keeps on its 
reſtleſs courſe to . firſt n af 
7 7 FER 

1 flow ry varieties of the earth, 11 
you ſparkling glories of the ſkies, your 
blandiſhments are vain, while I purſue 
an excellence that caſts a reproach an all 
your glory. I would fain Als e my eyes 
on all the various and lovely . eee 
you preſent, and would open ona 
LED ſcene. I have deſires which — 


material things are | ſuitable.” O v 
hall I find objects more entirely agree: 
able to my intellectual facnhlties? My ſoul 
e oed in 5 of. a diſtant 
2 GE, "oped, 


| You angels of God, that betold hie 


bath animated this mortal frame with ce- 
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thing vifible can gratify; to 3 nao 
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good, SET L follow by "IN faint ray 
of light, which only glimmers by ſhort 
intervals before me. O when will it diſ- 
perſe the clouds, and break out in n full 
fplendor on my ſou ls! 
But what will the open . of thy 
beauties effect, if, while thou art but 
_ faintly ima agin'd, I love thee with ſach = 
facred — To what bleſſed heig 
ſhall my admiration riſe, when L al 
_ behold thee in full perfection; ; when I 
ſhall ſee thee as thou art, exalted in ma- 
jeſty, and complete in beauty? How - 
hall I triumph t in thy glory, and in 
the privileges of my own being ? What 


- ineffable thoughts will riſe, to find my= 


ſelf united to the all- ſufficient Divinity, 
by ties which the ſons of men have no 
names to expreſs, by an engagement that 
the revolution of eternal years ſhall not 
diſſolve? The league of nature ſhall be 
broken, and ee d of the mingled e- 
lements becancell'd; but my relation to 


_ the almighty: God ſhall ſtand fixed and 
52H unchangeable as His own exiſtence: nor 
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Hie, nor death, nar angeln, nor 5 =4 # 


dieß, nor. powers, nor things. pre ent, nar” 
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| „ 488 of in 
leaſure; 1 at onee into. 
NGRAV'D: as in curl bros * . 
# 5 85 "can the powers ; of darkneſh rate V 
Thoſe everlaſtin nes. os 5 . : A 8 + a vs . 2 EI ; 
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8 is the refute of 0 e 
and defign. Thou haſt utter d nothing 
chat thou canſt ſee occaſion. to alter on 
a ſecond review: thou canit 3 no- 
_ thing ta thy own damage, nor bea loſer 3 
by che utmaſt lberality. Thou art every 
way qualified to make good thy engage- 
ments, of * fullneſs of * riches and 
OWET.. 

= 'Nar haſt thou any neceſſity 1 
thy ereatures, or e things to 
them than thou meaneſt to fulfil. Miſer-. 
able man can bring no advantage tethee, | 
nor has he any thing to claim from thee; 
By what benefit has he prevented thee? 
By what right can he demand the leaſt af 
. thy. favours? Thy engagements are- all. - 
Free and unconftrain'd, et ny. 
an beneficence, and not on . 
of chy creature. While I conſicler th 
my ons rife, I {et no limits eg 
hpes: I lock up wich n > 2 
call thee my Father, and, with a humble 
faith Lclaim every dees een tender | 
name im ports. My heart confides in thee 


+ 8  Devout ExtRxeisSrs I 
elf to man con- : 


X thou haſt. reveal d t 1yfl 

| firms my faith. Thy life, thy being is 
engaged: I may as well queſtion thy ex- 
iſtence, as thy faithfulneſs: as ſure as thou 
| art, thou art juſt and true. The proteſt- 
ation of the moſt faithful friend I have, 
cannot give me half the conſolation that 
| thy promiſes give me. I hear vain man 
With A dence, I bid my ſoul beware of 
| truſting falſe mortality; but ! hear thy : 
Voice with joy and full aſſurance. 5 
Thy words are not writ in ſand, nor 

| ſcatter d by the fleeting winds; but ſhall © . 
| fand'in force when heaven and. carth | 
ſhall be no more. Eternal ages ſhall not 


| diminiſh their efficacy, nor alter what 


the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken. I be- 
| eve; I believe with the oth perfect aſs 
| "ſent: 1-know that thou art, and that thou 

Art a rewarder of them that diligently ſcek 
hee; I feel the evidence, for thou haſt not 


. Ack pp with at. e ang heart. 


* the enjoyment of Gove. 5 


* 11 NE. to che my fighs a cends; We 

rer complaint I make 

1 thy name: I pauſe, I dwell on the ound. 
* Leak it over * and find: that all 
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my cares 1 end in RI Tong 
to behold the ſupreme beauty, I pant for 
the fair original of all that is lovely, for 
that is yet unknown, and for in 
telletddual pleaſures yet untaſted. 

My heart aſpires, my wiſhes ay be- 1 
_ , yond the bounds of creation, and deſpiſe 
All that mortality can. preſent me _ E 


was form'd for cæleſtial joys, and find 


myſelf capable of the entertainments of 


angels. Why may I not begin my hea- 


ven below, and taſte at leaſt of the ſprings HK 
of pleaſure. ene hoe. 1 8 71 : 


SS: F * = 
are ſtill erbautes millions of happy KB 
| fouls quenehrthei infinite deſires chee's 
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5 of hat elle — ih chow: art 2 8 | 


_ diminiſtfd.” NO tberafity can waſte. the : 1 


ſtore of hy perfeQion; 1 it has Sor Hm 
: why muſt I periſh for want.” 1 
fouł pines for aol 1 
ue Oh! who ill refreſh me with the: 
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8 di me in vain, and ſigh ſtill unſatiſ- EA 
fied: Oh! who will lead me to the ſtil || 
waters, and make me repoſe in green 
paſtures, where the weary are for ever at 
_ reſt? 8 1 tedious nn hours af e ex- 


| Come, Lord, my head 2 — 2 my heart is is. 
While thou doſt ever, ever ſtay; 

Thy long deferring wounds me to the quick, 

5 _ ſpirit gaſpeth night and . en 

5 | > a to — ET WIE CO 1 
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IG Or take ——_w — 8 I 
3 - Diſparch thy ommiſſions ; give me 
my work, and activity to perform 3 it, and 
let me, as an hirelifg, fulfil my day. Lord 
2 tis enough: What am 1 better then my TH: 


be 


* 


Im but a ranger and a 8 her my” 
In theſe wild regions, wand'ring and babes, 3 
Reſtleſß and ſighing for my native home, 
Longing to reach my weary ſpace of life, 
And to Told my task. Oh! ! haſte the hour 
and [weet Ae nene hope Z 
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11 N 
Lord here 1 am waiting for thy com- og £ 
| and. incline my ear to hear; pero me-n % 
| work, let me finiſh it, and gain my - | 
miſſion from: this bod oy of lin . Kath; 


" this hated lag of error and hs of cor- 
ruption and vanity. Oh! let me drop 
this load, and bid cheſe mae of guilt | 
a final adieu. Io © 1 
I havewa ted for thy ſalvation O Lord: 15 
when wilt thou let me into thy holy ha- 
bitation ? How long ſhall I pine at this 
diſtance from thee? What can I ſpeak to 
ow thee my pain, to utter my anguiſh, _ 
when I fear the loſs of my God? « Oh! 
' ſpeak an aſſuring word, and confirm oy 
_ os 


- Tranſporting moment when wilt thou appear, 5 
1 crown my hopes, and baniſh all ways _ 


Again, O my Father, and my eternal 
Friend, I breathe out my requeſts to thee. 
in this land of fatigue. and folly! What 
is this life but a ſorry tireſome round, a 
circle of repeated vanities? Happineſs has 
been never ſeen in it ſince fin and folly _ 
entered; all is empty e or vain 3 Eo 
labour, or painful vexation. 


Sufficd with life, my Nagusd ſpirits gas”: e 
And fain would be at reſt. Oh! let me enter” FELT 
Thoſe ſacred ſeats; and after all the toil 

4 18 ein an everlaſting abbath. . 
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| howly languiſh'd after the Abbe 
of my God. My heart grows ſick, and I 

almoſt expire under theſe delays. What 
have! dene to keep me from a ? What 
to reheve the tedious hours of abſence ? 

T have pronounc'd all below the fun, va- 
nity and vexation alli inſipid and bur 5 


frithde and reputation, thou art my only 
joy. my higheſt wiſh, and my ſupreme 
deligl t. On thee my ſoul fes all her 
hopes; there I reſt in a celeſtial calm! = 
Oh. ! let 3 it not be broken with. earthly 


obj ects; let me live 1 with: he 
cares or e of of. ſenſe. © 
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"Iv. Gov my ſupreme, * . 


Wi. hs: 1 addreſs thee, my God. 

with no more S 25 W by. 
do 1 indulge theſe remains of unbelief, 
panes? harbour theſe returns of infidelity 
and diſtruſt? Can L furveythe:earth, ean 1 
gaze on a the ſtructure of the Heavens. and - 
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c 1 vain expect its light; but thy truth, ty 


1 nature may be reverſed, and all be chaos 
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; ticular inſtances of thy goodneſs and 
power? One age to * in long ſuc- 
ceſſion, hath convey d the records of thx 
glory. In all generations thou haſt been aur Y 
drwelling-place, my fathers truſted in thee, 
and were deliver d. They have encou- 
raged me, my own experience has en = 
3 1 me, to truſt in thee for ever.. 
I he ſun may fail to riſe, and men in 


faithfulneſs cannot fail: the courſe of 


again; but thou art immutable, and canſt 
not, by any change, deceive the hopes of 
them that truſt in thee. I adore thy Powers. 
and ſubſcribe to thy goodneſs: and fi? 
delity, and what farther objection would. {+ 'F 4 
my unbelief raiſe? Is any 5 too hard HR 
| for God to accompliſh? Can the united 8 
5 force of earth and hell reſiſt his will? = 


3 God, how wile thy 8 lune! = 
How broad thy kingdom, how divine! * - ++ 
Nature and miracle, and fate and e ge men 1 
£ 3 * S —5 - = 

Therefore 1 apply myſelf. imme diately 

ro hee, and renounce all the terror, and Þ 
. the confidence that ee from: 3 
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"Not Sow the duſt my joys or 00 ring : EET, 
Let all the baleful planets ſhade | 
"04 heir mingled curſes round my head; 

Their mingled eurſes I-deſpiſe, 
Let but the great, th' eternal King. 5 
* * che 8 and bleſs me withs his eyes. 55 


1 Let hin bleſs me, and I ſhall- be ble 


i ed bleſsd without reſerve or limitation; oY 
| blels d! in my going out and coming in; 


in my ſitting down and riſing up; bleſs d 


in time, and bleſs'd to allt eternity. That 
bleſſing from thy lips will influence the 
| whole creation, and attend me where- 
ever I am. It ſhall go before me as a 


1 | Maron light, and follow me as my pro- 


. 5 ens, an 1 When I he down it will 


cover me, I ſhall reſt beneath the ſhadow 
of the Moſt High, and dwell Wy 
- the ſecrets of his tabernacle. _ 25 
Thy kingdom ruleth over all, O Lord, . 
and thou deft according to thy will i in the / 
ar mies of heaven, and among the inhabi- 
tant. of the earth: 1 confeſs and acknow- 
| ledge thy providence. The ways of man 
are not at his own diſpoſal, but all his 
e are ordered by thee; all event „ 
ar in thy* hands, and thou only cant 
ſucceed or diſappoint his hopes. If ee 8 
"blow on pg EROS, WITT are e Ta Kon + 
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blaſted ; ; 3f thou bleſs them, Becht eartit 
nor hell can hinder their ſucceſs: there- : 3 
fore II apply myſelf immediately to thee; = 
for not all created Power can aſſiſt me 
without thee. . PS 


* N — 
7 1 8 


"Siege: po my heart, ye idols flee, | 

Ie ſounding names of vanity ! f „ 
No more my tongue ſhall facrifice 
To chance and nature, tales and lie | 4 
Creatures without a God can Os me no n 


| Not all the power of men on earth, 
Hor angels nor ſaints in heaven, can bah 
or relieve me in the leaſt exigence, if my 


* = hide himſelf, and ſtand afar off Pe | 
Second cauſes are Ay at 1 Aire Y f 


3 


bond by thee. oO GT 
; 77 1 1 | 52 8 5 2 
Lord, what my thoughtful Gut PIERS 25 ol 
Fire, air, and earth, and ſtars and ſeas, = 7 MTs 3 = 

I call them all thy ſlaves; 7 4 - : Ty. 
© Commiſſion'd by my father's will, 2 : 35 1 
© Poiſon ſhall cure, or balms ſhall Kill; mr Tos 
Vernal ſuns or zephyrs breath £1 e 8 767 5 1 
- May burn or blaſt the plants to death” © V'Bs 

That ſharp D ecember . IG J 1. 5 * 
|. Whas can winds or planets hoalt 3% -707tfs, i 

"But a precarious power 2 ir en 
© The ſun is all in darkneſs loſt, mY x 5 3 
H _ Wall be lire, and fire be frot, 7 2 
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| 43 EY. | Devout Ex ERC I SES IV. : 
At chy command, nature and neceſſi- 0 
# ny are no more; all things are alike eaſy 
| to a God: ſpeak but en the word, and 
my deſires are granted: ſay, Let there 
be kobe and there ſhall be hght. Thou 
canſt look me into peace, when the tu- 
mult of thoughts raiſe a ſtorm within. 
Bid my ſouł be ſtill, and all its tempeſt : 
all obey ther. 

I depe 4 only on thee; do thou ſmile, 
ax all Fab world may frown: do thou 
ſucceed my affairs, and I ſhall fear no 
E obſtacle that earth and hell can put in 
my way. Thou only art the object of ; 
my fear, and all my deſires are directed 
1 to A 
Human things Bare loſt their being 
"= a their names, and vaniſh into no- 
E thing before thee; they are but ſhades. 
and diſguiſes to vail the active divinity. 
© . Oh! let me break through all theſe ſe- 
|  parations; and ſee and confeſs the great, 
E the governing cauſe. Let no appear- 
E ance of created things, however "a 
cious, hide thee from my view: let me 
look through all to thee, nor caſt a 
glance of love or hope below thee, Wik 
a holy contempt let me ſurvey. the ample- - be: 
28 round of the N * king 1 . "id : 
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5 hollow of Fn rank Fre every being i in 


heaven and on earth; as immoveable by 4 1 
the moſt potent cauſe i in nature, till com- 
miſſion d by thee to do good or hurt. Oh! 
let thy hand be with mè to keep me from 
evil, and let me abide under the ſhadow 


5 of the Almighty: I ſhall be ſecure in thy 


pavilion. To thee I fly for ſhelter from 


all the ills of mats Io 


v. 8 0D-4 preſent help." 5 and ever near. 


NT T H Oo U waft found of me, 0 my 2 E | 
God, when I ſought thee not, and A 


wilt thou fly me when I ſeek thee?: Am 


1 giving my breath to the wind, and 
5 ſcattering my petitions in the air * 25 18 it i 
vain thing to call upon God, and is 


there no profit in crying to the almigh- = 
ty ? Art thou a God afar off, and not n:ar i 


at hand? Is there any place exempt from 

thy preſence? - Any diſtance whence my 

.cnies cannot reach thee! Can any dar- 

neſs hide me from thy eyes? or is ther d 

a corner of the creation unviſited by 1 

= thee?: Doſt thou not fill heaven and. = 
_ cart] and am I not W n 5 tk "= 1 
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Are my deſires unknown to thee? or 

is is there a thought in my heart conceabd 

from 'theee ? Doſt not. 8 that haſt 

form nd the ear, hear? Canſt thou forget 

the work of thy own hands? or retired far 

2 in the heavens, full of thy own hap- 

pineſs, canſt thou leave thy creation to 

e and diſorder, helpleſs and hope- 

leſs! Are the ways of man at his own. 

4 diſpoſal, and his paths undirected by 

F _ thee? Is calling on the living God no 

more than worſhipping a dumb idol? 

Cuanſt thou, like them, diſappoint and 

nne 1 . 
Art thou unacquainted wich; the ex-- 

Tent of thy own power, that So ſhouldſt - 

nt eee thy ability to perform? _ 

J = Dr art thou as.a man * lah lie; or 

. the Jon of man that ſhouldft repent? Is thy 

faithfulneſs uncertain, and thy Power 

Precarious: Are thoſe perfections imagi- 

| nary; for which men adore thee, and thy 

| 3 names inſignificant titles? Do. 

| the children of men in vain put their trſt 

| under the ſhadow / th wings f Art nat 

chou a present help in the time reale, x q 1 

= and is there no ſecurity in the Fcrer 

6 Es of the Moſt High? Whither ben 1 

| 2 1 look in my diſtreſs? To whom 9 © 
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ſhall I direct my prayer? From whom 
ſhall I expect relief, if there is no 15 
= Gedfeme? ft 25 
But, Oh! what unrighteo nefs have 
my fathers ever found in thee.? What in- 4 
juſtice can I charge thee with! What I 
JE of. truth, or want of pity? Have 
the records of: thy actions ever. been : 
ſtained with the 8 of faithfulneſs? -} 
Art thou not my only and m 
8 > Gnas? Have I ever 4 1 
found help from the creatures when thou 
haſt faild me? Have I, or can I have, 4 
greater certainty than thy word to . 24 
pend on? Can any other power defend 
or deliver like thee? Thou art a rock, | 


thy work is perfect, for all 
- Judgment: a God of truth, 
iniquity, juſt and right art tho 
| laſt breath I will witneſs: to 
and faithfulneſs, and declare . 
neſs to the . ren of en AE 


cient. bad, 
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Be 8 EM is my heart ſo far fram 120 2 


Bo af My God, my chief delight ?. 0 
1 eee thoughts n6: 6:mbr@ by day RET 
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Why mould my fooliſh paſſions bree | 
; Where can ſuch ſweetneſs be.. 5 E 
1 as L have taſted in thy love, 


"As T4 ave found 1 in thee 2— 


N 


' Where can I hope to meet eck yr 
as thy ſmiles have given me? Where can 
I find pleaſure ſo ſincere and unallay'd? | 
When I have enjoy'd''the light of chy N 
countenance, and the ſenſe of thy love, 
has not all my ſoul been fill'd ? Have! 
found any want or-emptineſs? Has there 
been any room left for defire, or any 
proſpect beyond; beſides the more per- 
EF fect enjoyment of my God? Have not 
all the glories of the world been dar- 
; bL ened, and turned into blackneſs and de- 
* How por, how contemptible 
have they appear d, or rather have they | 
not all. diſappear'd.: and”. vaniſh'd as | 
133 and ſhadows in the noon of day, 
| and under the blaze of ſun- beams? 

1 have never found ſatisfaction in any 
TV * hot in God; why then do I wan- 
5 Ger bm him? Why do I leave the foun- _ 

IH of living water for broken ciſterns ?:© 


3 1 


Why do I, abandon the. full ocean in 
” ſearch of ſhallow- ſtreams ?' What ach 1. 4 
. gun can I give for folly like this e * | 1 
£ an . 1 8 5 nothing from t 1 1 
> OO. N ee | : 
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VE _ of the HEART. 21 
creature; thoſe expectations ſhall deceive 
me no more. Tis thou my God, thou 
art the only object of my 1 and de- 
e tis thou only chat canſt make me BY 
wx... AN 7 oo ett 
If thou frown, my being is a curſe; 1 
| thy indignation is hell with all its ter- 
rors. Let me never feel that, and I de- 
y all things elſe to make me miſerable. 
I ſeem independent on all nature, to thee 
only I apply myſelf. Hear me thou be- 
neficent author of my being, thou Gor 
port of my life, to thee I direct m 
wiſhes, thoſe deſires which thou wilt ap- 4 | 
prove, while I ask but the N 4 
was created to enjoy. O! fix all my e- 
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| peRation on thee, and free me i m this 
| Hevity and inconſtancy... -: i 
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F (ak gently down, Almighty. grace, 1 

Priſon me round in thy embrace; 2 5 © El 
'| Pity the heart that would be chinq̃ 
£ And let thy powe® 7 OI: confine, - | e 
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Suffer me never to kart Ko 
1 Fach « a confiriement were —— 2 
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. I Heart for ever; ſuch a view: as ſhall de- 

| termine all its motions;. and be a con- 

=. ſtant conviction how unreaſonable it 18 
to wander from the. 

Is it that J reliſh any Wing en 

thy love? Oh ! no. F appeal even to thee, 


who canſt not be-deceived, and knoweſt 


I} the inmoſt ſecrets of my foul: thou know- 

eſt where the balance of my love falls, 

and that my” wanderings are not delibe- 

rate; thar tis not by choice that I for- 

ſake thee. I grieve, I ſigh for my folly; 

L 1 aka thou forgive me, I can never for- 

give myſelf, for I know tis inexcuſa- | 

ble. C 

I want nothing when I am poſſeſs d 

H N of thee ; without thee I want all things: 

£ E Thou art the centre of all my paſſions ; 

b bave no hope but what is thine, no joy 

but what flows from thee: my greateſt 

bears are thoſe of loſing thee; my inmoſt 

care is to ſecure thy favour. This is the 

| been of my deepeſt anxiety: every — 

3 = F-breathe ends in thy name, and that 

1 5 iS d name alone allays every anguiſh. of 
Thos ſoul, and calms its wildeſt bemgect 5 

From thy frowns or favour, an! 1 jou 4 $ 2 

or os. {pring ; aire frown Make 
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VII. 5 the Har. 23 
make me infinitely bleſſed. I can N 
hell, and ſmile in the face of death, | 


whilſt 1 can call thee mine. My G 
{till let me bleſs the ſow 


md, and part with 
all things rather than renounce my pro- 
priety in thee: let me hold it to my laſt 
breath, and claim it with m ping 
. . 
Secure of thee, nothing can terrify my 
ſoul; all is peaceable and ſerene within, 
eternal love and immortal pleaſure: 1 
deſire no more; imagination ſtops here 1 
and all my wiſhes are loſt in eternaf 
 plenty—My God! more cannot be aN — 
ed, and with leſs I ſhould be infinitely, 
miſerable. The kingdoms of the {kie 
| ſhould not buy my title to thee and thy 
love: the bleſſedneſs of all creatures is 


complete here, for God Wee 18 ble 
ed 1 in n for ever. 
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Wbat can 1 add: ſor all my words are fink, wy I 3 
Celeſtial love no eloquence can paint; : 
N o more can bei in mort! Hounds expreſs, 
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children of men, thou knoweſt my fince- 
. rity, and my thoughts are all aka d to 
"thee; I am ſurrounded with. thine im- 
menſity; thou ATI PTEelecntg,” | | 

> viſible witneſs of the Wien affair I am 
now engaged in. I am now taking hold 
of thy firength, that Þ may make peace. with 
thee, and entering into articles with the 
| ne 5 564 God: theſe are the happy days 
5 long ſince predicted, when one ſhall ſay 

IJ am the Lord 5, and another ſhall call 
himſelf by the name of Iſrael, and another 
Pall ſubſcribe with his hand to the Lord; 
and I will be their God, and they ſhall be 
my ſons and 9 7 daughters, fans the Lord 
* -J chovah. 5 
With the moſt thankful incerity 1 55 
take hold on this covenant, as tis more 
fully manifeſted and explained in thy 
goſpel by Jeſus Chriſt; and humbly ac- 
cepting thy propoſals, 1 bind myſelf to 
* thee by a ſacred and everlaſting obliga- 
tion. By a free and deliberate action, [ 

do here he the articles which ere 
made for me in my baptiſm i = 
Tame, of the Father, the Sen jail 5 whe 2} 
- Holy Spirit; I religiouſly de ß! 
Felf to thy ſervice, and entire 
Ip OY moo *]-xenionncs che glories 
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8 "of the He. AR 7. * - 2860 
and vanities of che world, and chuſe 
thee as my happineſs, my ſupreme feli- 
city, and everlaſting portion. I make no 
article with thee for any ching beſides: 
deny or give me what thou wilt I will, 
never repine, while my principal treaſure: 
is ſecure. This is my deliberate, my 
free and ſincere determination, a deter- 
mination which by thy. grace, I will ne- 
ver retract. Ez FFA 1 | 
Oh! chou, by whoſe power legs 11 
ſhall be able to ſtand, pat thy fear in n,; 
Beart, that I may never depart from thee. 
ler not the world, with all its flatteries, nor 
death ner hell with all their terrors, force 
me to violate this ſacred vow. Oh), lee; if 
me never live td abandon; thee; nor draw 44 
= e Hreagh. that: would Ae 4 li 
- Ab now let W angelt Wi 4 | 
-_— for me, that I ſolemnly deyate-: all, 
the powers and faculties of i my. ſoul-te- 
thy ſervice; and when I due 
employ any of the advantages thou Falte 
given me, to thy diſhonour, let chem tory | 
2. LLITY againſt me, and les 11 own words 
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Thus have I ſubſcribed to $i graci- 
I ous propoſals, and engaged myſelf to be 
che Lord's: and now let the malice of 
men, and the rage of devils, combine a- 
gainſt me, I can defy all their ſtratagems; 
for God himſelf is become my friend, 
Jrſus is my all- ſufſicient Saviour, and 
the Spirit of God, I truſt, will * ny WM 
ſanAiier and comforter. . 1 

O happy day! tranſporting. moment! 
the brighteſt period of my life! heaven 
with all its light ſmiles on thee: what | 

_ glorious mortal can now excite my envy !. 
What ſcene to tempt my ambition could 
che whole creation diſplay? Let glory call. 
me with her exalted voice? Let pleaſure, 
= with a ſofter eloquence allure me? The: 
World, in all its ſplendour, appears but a 
8 trifle, while the infinite God is my por- 
= tion. He is mine, by as ſure a title as 
eternal veracity can confer: the right is 

| . the conveyance unalter- 
able, che mountains ſhall be remoy'd, ; 
and the hills be diſſolvd, before the e- 
e 2 1 878 n be n d. 
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Ti vi. thank he ing oft Javing. gra ace. 
B L ESS the Lor d. 0 my. foul, and all” 


that is within me, - bleſs his holy name: IF 


ble the Lord, and org et not all bis bene- 
Jie, who redeemeth thy hfe from deſiruc- 
tion, and crowneth thee with loving-kind- 
neſs and tender mercy; who brought thee 
out of the mire and clay, and. ſet thy 
feet upbn a rock; who broke thy fetters, 


and freed thee from the mii bond- _ 


age of ſin. I lay a wretched ſla ve, pleas'd 1 
with my chains, and fond of my capti- 
vity, fatally deluded and undone, till 
love, almighty love, reſcued me. Bleſt 
effect of ebe grace! I ſhall ſtand 
for ever an illuſtrious inſtance of boundy 
leſs mercy: to that I muſt entirely aſ- 
| cribe my lalvation, and through. al the. 
ages of e ee III rehearſe the . 
of, redeeming jove, and tell to liſtening 
angels. what it hay done for my on. 
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| 8 thy thoughts, before I had a Fe 1 
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F 4 lity deſigned me, and my birth allotted. 


me in a land illuminated with the rays 


| | | of ſacred light? I might have been in- 


voking the powers of hell with deteſtable 


ceremomes, inſtead of adoring the om- 
| nipotent God; but when thouſands'are 
| loft in theſe dehufins," +» 


why am I thus 
n diſtinguiſhed: ? Inſtead of be- 
ing born among the ſhameful vices ef 


6 impious arents, and an heir to their 


curſes, why am intitled to the ble 


pk religious anceſtors? Why, when I was 


incapable of choice, was T evoted to the 


God that keeps covenant and merey to 4 
a Boſe generations of them that fear bim? 


| 3 to unde ry 


inne: But Oh! why, when I knew 
_ thee, and rebelled 


Why, when I knew thee not, didft chou 


ainſt thee, why: 814k 
og oa y e yon 1 


curſed wich my Se WO 7 2 a l e I 


ige? Why 
| - the'offers of chy favour; when I fled hee 
* 8 . rs nd | Bad * hee 


the quiet peſieſhon of thoſe. vanities I 
delighted in; thoſe toys which I footiſh- = 
ly preferr'd to all the treaſures of thy 


didſt chou purſe me with 
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55 ever, if thou twat not « compel me © | 


to return? 
Why did thy 8p cir ſtrive Þ. long with 
an obſtinate Pet which reliſted all its 

motions, and turned thy patience ,and 
long - ſuffering into provocation and guilt? 
Why am I not undone by thoſe pleaſing 
es in which I have ſeen ſo many de- 
luded wretches periſh? Like them I de- 
ſp iſe the OTE riches of thy grace; 
| with them I had been content to ſhare 
the. ſorry portion and pleaſures of this 
world, if thou hadſt let me alone, and 
1 ſhould never have inquired after thee: 

But why waſt thou found of_ one that 


ſought thee not? O why, but cauſe thou = 


wilt be merci * to. whom. thou. wilt, e 
merciful eres 
Therefore again with ants and 
delight, I look back on the methods * 
thy grace; and again I comfider myſelf loſt 


in an abyſs of fin and miſery; when there 


was no eye to pity me, no hand | but thine 
to aſſiſt me, . thou. madeſt. it then the 
time of love.. Never was grace more 
free and ſurpriſing. than thine. is; never 
Was there- a: more obſtinate heart than 


mine; and never ſuch unconquerable 


3 oy. as. thine, How gloriouſly has. it tri- 
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. freely has it e all my Built 
Could T have made the leaſt pretence 
ave challenged amy thifig 
em Nice, the benefit had bern exalted: 
| hat! 'there been atry lefs foundation” for 
humari pride, my corrupt heart would 
ſoon have taken the advantage, and have 
_ robb'd'thee of thy honour; by 
the glorious work to: the fir 
_ own reaſon; or à natural tendency to 
virtue; but here my vanity is for ever 
. filenced... am loſt in dec boundleſs 02 
8. O height! O depth! O len ; 
1 wife How — — | 
are thy "ways, Almighty Tore, an thy | 
1 paſe finding aut: | 
Let me fr begin my eternal OY 
and afcribe /atvation and honour, domini- 
on and oe? efty, to: him that fits. on the- 
e, a to the Lamb for ever, who: 
Has loved me, and ranſdmed me with. 
His blood; ratiſomed me from a N 
tary bondage,. from the molt” vile E aud. 
e eis captivity, a captivity from Which 5 
bitt "thi ae m: table p 1 
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the Rrains of ãtnortality. But Oh!. "ris 
all tod feeble, che tongues of fer k 
carmot utter what Towe my Redeemer: 
from what miſery, my adorable Saviour, 
haſt thou reſcuſed me: Fr om error, 
fin, from ſnares 
Ina chains rene hen, nde — | 
ne of darknefs for- e-. : 
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meaning of theſe. patheric expreſſions,. 
Mr Gow, Mr ALL. thou ſpring of my. 
life, and fountain of my happineſs! my 
great reward, and my exceeding joy ; the 
eternal obj ect of my love, and ſupreme 
felicity of my nature! Does not my heart 
attend my live in allthis ge: How: 
can . be, if my ſoul. does. not love: 
"1 my God, if 1 love: thee: not; : hae 

18 s the meaning of this conſtant. uneaſi- 


neſs at thy abſence? From. whence: pro- 


_ ceeds this painful anxiety of mind about 
thy love, and all theſe intenſe, theſe reſt- 
| leſs defires after thee? Why are. all the 
ſatisfactions of life inſipid without thee? 
Without my God eee are riches, and 
| Honours, and pleaſures'to me:? Lihould i 
"eſteem the poſlefſion.of the world but a 
wille, or rather my eternal damage, if 75 
it muſt be purchaſed: with. the loſs of thy 
. Thy benignity is better 6d 
- Life, and the moments in which I enjoy: 
a ſenſe of thy. love, are the only happy 
intervals of my life. "Tis then I live; 

en 1 am 1 bleſs di tis then 1 
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that want a taſte for rheſe exalted ler- _ 
ures, 1 9 
W. EW dial eee un wth ſeas 2" 
* are all the regions of my ſoul! I 
have enough, I ask no more. Can they 
languiſh for the ſtream, who drink at 
the overflowing fountain? I have all the 
world and more; I have heaven itſelf 1 in 


thee: in thee I am completely and ſe- A} 
curely bleſs'd, and can defy the malice | 


of ak. and bell, to ſhake "the fountda- 
tion of my ha pines, while thou doſt 
whiſper: the 3 to my ſoul. O bleſſed 
ſtability of heart! O ſublime ſatisfaction! 
Haſt thou not told me, that thou art 
mine by an inviolable engagergent,. 
when my ſoul devoted itſelf fincerely te to 4 
thee? Does not thy word aſſure me, that 
the mountaint ſhall depart, and the bills be 
' Yemoved; but thy BARGE hall mr Pr.” 
| vor thi Covenant of thy phate be Bon? = 4 
Haft not thou termiinaved my withes, A 
O Tord, in chyfelf, and fixed my wann 
_ tering deſires- I i for riches or he- 
nour, for length of days, ar pleaſufe. 


chat I follow thee with: day  invrpotrimni- 10 


dies? Thou knaweſt theſe” are not the 
u ec of my reſtlefs petitions? do Ie. 
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Oh no: one ſmile of thine. oi, all 
their glory. When thou deſt bleſs, my 
retired devotions with: thy preſence, 1 
can wink all created beauty into black 
neſs. When I meet thee in my ſolitary 
contemplations, with what contemipe d as 


W back on the leſlening world. 


5 


How dazzling i is thy bens ! how divive! 15 e WY 
Ho- dim 2 2 luſtre. 85 the world to thine! 1 a 


8 


ae dull are its enterrainments to hs 
pleaſure of converſing with thee ? Oh 


Ray, in thoſe wap moments, cries wy 
Gatisfied foul, eee fo 


py = my ib 1 me "aka 5 : : f 


Stay till the morning ſtar appear hy 3535 
Stay till the. dusky ſhadows «46h A F | : i 3 c y 


rr 


r 11 7 3 2 1 1 


zs paſt, OATH eternity drawn. on my ſoul. 
| Theres s nothing in e Harren, 3 to 


AF 


13 


5 8 5 f 


- a. 7. HAN r. OY : IF. 
before thee? Ob! that I had the wings of 


— 


a dove ; Sgt then would 1 70 Sia and Wo 


at ro. 


ſhall the temple of thy ſpirit be profan d, 
and the lips dae — 0 ſo often aſcribed 
Sanin; and glo 


| thee, be defiled with infernal blaf phemy, 


4 4 * 
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X. e of fat Karon in „ Chrilt a f. 


i 1 Have put my , i my immortal 


part, into thy hands, Oh! my dear 


Redeemer, and hall the prey be taken 7 5 


the mghty ? ſhall a foul conſecrated, to 
thee fall a ſacrifice to hell!? 
Bleſſed God, am I not thine? And" 


and majeſty to 


and the execrations of the damn -d 2 


Shall the ſparks of divine love be extin- t 
_ guiſh'd, and immortal enmity ſucceed ?:. 
And ſhall I, who was once bleſs'd wit Wo 1 mn 
thy favour,” become the object of 77 
Wrath and. indig gnation , „Shall all the 
mighty thing | ou haft done for my „ 


ſoul be ob 66 en! Shall all my vows, and. 


thy own rot engagements e cancelld?ꝰ 


Tis all. impo ſſible; for thou art not as 


wid, that 1 (hou 2 lie; nor a Sas bs. . 5 | I 


0 at 4 0 #4 . < en. 
5 - « : 8 ' © : P 
: oY , = A * 9-424 a - 4 5 
* F . "WM 2 f b "S 8 2 3 X 
"os. # ws BY „„ „ , EE a 6 11 5 : 
— * g 8 . 1 SENT iy DB bo 
> * 7 8 I 2 2 r p * 
3 2 2 J 7 Peat * > N £ - 
& I S, 3 — 
1 Ex i . 4 : ; . ” « ( —_ 
% bon, fl a 1 > 2 EY ET os 2 85 1 . *. 4 
| 5 * SS 2 ' * Oo i Ke 1. 


6 
fl : 
4 [A 
i Sas 9 . 
; IT , 3 
3 
4» * 
* % 
y 
7 x * oo * 
PR 4 


' x 
_ 


* ee EAR LAs X. 


” Thou art engaged by thy own tre- 
mwenduous name for my ſecurity: . my 
| God, and my father's God, from gene- 
ration to generation thou haſt been our 
dwellng-place. I was: devoted to thee in 
baptifm by the ſolemn vows of my reli- 
gieus parents; my infant hands were 
clearly lifted up to e and I ſoon learn 
cd to know and acknowledge the God of 
my fathers. I. have actually ſubſerib d 
with my hand to the Lord, and am thine- 
by: che mot wohanter) and pct nin 

| rem choice, nor nell 1 fear lofing 3 it 
e while 957 n een —— hear 


. 
2 be Lord, . ade 5 earth vader. 
3 And all thar they contain, 
| wat never quis __ OT truth, 


e my e on an, 


were undone: the firſt temptation 9" 


I ſhake my reſolutiens-; I 


wuld {ell the A 


=  - ineſfiumable riches of thy love for a trifle, 
and fool away imd pleaſures for the. 
- joys of a moment; 4 Ne £4 Fane n 
bY would ſeduce me from a ca 

Seer eee i E hal 
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5 . e Hz An T- 0 
my own n folly, and muſt inevitably pe- 
myo if thou forſake me: but the ſtrength 
of T/racl i is my hope, the ROY One of 
Jacob my defence. 1 
Thou art the rock of ages; che fixd. 
and immutable Divinity is my high Þ} 
tower, and my refuge, my Redeemer, } 
and almighty Saviour. Theſe were the 
bleſs d, the glorious titles by which thou 
didſt at firſt aſſure m doubtful ſoul: 
theſe were the tranſporting names I knew - 
and called thee by; and: thou haſt an- 
fwered en through all the changes of | 


1 was hy early care; chou didſt Gip- P 
my helpleſs infancy, and art the 
| watch guide of my unſteady” youth, . 3 
Which way ſoever I turn, I meet thy | | 
mercy, and trace thy providence ; - and 
us long as I live, I will record thy bene- 
fits, and depend on thy truth; theſe be- 
| neſts 8 2 have conſtantlyp i me;” 5 
and that truth which has never deceived” | 
me, and is engaged never to abandon m. 
Tranſporting aſſurance! What further‚. 
ſecurity can I ask? What ſecurity can ' = 
_ wiſh beyond eternal veracity ? The moun- ” 
. tains ſhall depart, and the bill be remov' d, 5 F 
7 0 0. "apa Ys _ not i nor the: 1 
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= covenant at thy peace: be broten; that co- 
venant which has been ſeal'd. by the 


blood of the Son of God, and in the bo- 
© ly ſacrament I have receiv d the pledges of | 


4 . hy love. Thou' didſt graciouſly invite 
me into that communion,” and meet me 
there with the moſt unmerited favour.. 


Frecear not, ſayeſt thou, poor trembling 
all for I am thy Redeemer and thy! 


3 mighty Saviour, — 4 hope of Trae, and. 
in my name ſhall all the nations of the 
ceearth be bleſs d: I am gracious and mer 

FCiful, long-ſufering, and abandant in good- 
neſs and truth: theſe are the titles by. 


which 1 have reveal'd. myſelf to men; I 
came the expected Meſſiab, the ſtar of. 
Jacob, and the glory of the Gentilet. L 


came from the fulneſs of ineffable glory, 
in the form of man, to redeem the racer 
of Adam. I am willing and able to ſave, 
and whoſoever comes to an od woill 3 in ng! 
Pp ons: ds has Fowl: — ; $6 


| N Ty | blk, I -ſeal my love to thy- 


1 by theſe - viſible ſigns of my body ABR. 7 


2» 255 | ere he! pledges of heaven, the ian 4 


ces of everlaſting: happineſss. 
Tis enough, replied my cran( ported, mY 


foul; ide che worldy as chou 3 — : 
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| others Gene tf ate its 5 5: a 1 = 
is all I crave; I am bleſs d with that aſ- — 
ſurance, I am ſurrounded with the joys 1 
51 paradiſe; every p place is a heaven, 4 
| er f. were 1s Ter «nl 1 am his. 1 
5 11 all the 8 1 ee af IT 15 
Divides the wide dominion of this ball. Fe: 
Should offer each his boaſted diadem, >» . 
I xould not quit thy favour for them all: 
Theſe triſles with contempt I would reſign; _ | 
The red a 8 while I can . thee Mint. | 


han God and Pin ina For: me, 3 
that L renounce the world, and chuſe thy, 1 
love as my portion: Witness that I ſacri- 
 fice my darling fins to thee, and from 
this moment folemaly: devote ae to 
thy ſervice. = 
Thus did I engage. myflelf to be the: of 
Lord's, and thus didſt thou graciouſly 1 
condeſcend to ſeal the privileges of the 
new Covenant to my ſoul. And O let the 
ſolemn tranſaction never be forgotten 8 
let it be writ in the volumes ef eternity; 
let it be engraven: in the books of 'unal- 
terable deſtiny: there let the ſaered arti- 
cles ſtand recorded, and be re in ever- 
laſting remembrance. 3 1 
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Xl. 7 Hou art my Gov. 


0 God. thou art my Gods Mai art · 
thy own bleſſednels, ms centre of 
my own 7 9 and the boundleſs ſpring 
of thy own happineſs. - Thou art im- 
mutable and infinitely perfect, and there- 


. n conſiſts thy bleſſednefs and glory: But 
E that thou art my God, tis from thence 


flows all my conſolation: This glorious. 
privilege is my dignity. and boaſt, Thou 
art my God, and 1 will praiſe thee: my 
Father s God, and I ill amen ther; the. 
Lord livetb, and bleſſed be my rock, and 


A let the God of my ſalvation be exalted. Thy 


© Genignity is better than li ife, thangfere my 
=: ps ſhall praiſe thee. — @ 
Ils have all things in poſſeſſing thee; 3 1 : 
3 find no want, no emptineſs within; my 
wiſhes are anfaer'd, and all my Male 
| appeasd, when 1 believe my title to thy 
favour ſecure, Whatever tempeſts ariſe; 
whatever darkneſs ſurrounds me, yet 


| thou art my God; I cry, and the Rorms 
are appeas'd, and the darkneſs vaniſhes. 
I find my expectations from the world 
1 diſappointed, my friends falſe, and hun 
* man * vain; but fall thou an | 
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my God, my Ont medicine. Ws 4 
rock,-my everlaſting inheritance. Death 43 
and hell level their darts againſt me; but I 
with a heavenly tranquillity I cry, Thaw | 
art my God: I dwell on high, my 9 place . 1 
59 8 it the munition of roche. 


My Mang Pier my refuge, tower, 
And ſhield, art thou, O Lord: 
1 firmly anchor all my hopes- 
On tay unerring word, 


— 


While thou art mine, Lay can 1 Hale: 
Can Omnipotence be vanquiſh d? can 
almighty ſtrength be oppos d? When it 
can, then, and not till then, ſhall I want 
ſecurity ; then, and not till thon, ſhall 
1 confidence be haken, and {uy 2 
Thou art my God Let me. again re- 
peat the glorious accents, and hear the 
pleaſurable ſounds. Let me a thouſand. 
5 a thouſand times repeat it; tis rap- 
ture all, and harmony: the 'harps of an- 
gels and cheir tongues, what notes more. 2 
-melodious'could they ſing or play? What 
but theſe tranfpor ing words give the 
emphaſis to all their joys? On this they 
del tis their eternal theme, Thou art . 
| # God. Jake me rr mig _ ch = 
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glorious propriety, and owes his hap- 


© pineſs to thoſe important words: in them 


unbounded joys are comprehended, pa- 
Tadiſe itſelf, all heaven is here diſcrib 4. ; 
all that is poſſible to be utter'd of cer 
leſtial bleſſedneſs is here contain d. 


My God, my all-ſuffcient good, 
My portion, and my choice; 
In thee my vaſt deſires are fil d, . 

And all my powers rejgice... 


"My God, my triumph; and my glory, 
let 5 5 boaſt of what they will, and 
pride themſelves in human ſecurities; let 


them place their; confidence in thei? | 


wealth, 7 honour and their numerous 
friends: : I renounce all earthly "api 
be; and glory only in my God. 
From him alone my joys ſhall rie, 
And run eternal rounds, 
Beyond the limits of the 
And all created bounds. FOE 
When death {hall remove all 3 ar. BY 
5 ports, and force me to. quit my title to 


- 


I che deareſt names below, in my God 1 
F ſhall have an unchangeable propriety: 
chat engagement ſhall remain firm when 


8 ments; when. all human thin 
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4 I ſhall loſe my hold of all other enjoyr 
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with an lin pa 1 ſhall bid 
them a joyful adieu, and breathe out my 
ſoul with this triumphant exclamation, . i j 
Thou art my Gd, my inheritance, my 
eternal poſleſſion: nor death, nor nelle 
Thad ever ſeparate me from thy love. 1 


: 


Thou art my God. Let me ſurvey the 1 
extent of my bleſſedneſs: det me A a 1 
proſpect of my vaſt poſſeſſion: let me 
conſider its dimenſions -.O hei ght! O 
depth! O length and breadth immenſur- 
| able! I haye.alk that is: worth ar: . 
1 thou art my God. „ 
But, what have I uttered? 15 e 2 
ty penmitted to ſpeak theſe daring; words? 
can the race of: man make ſueh glorious: | 
pretenſions: Thou thyſelf canſt give h 
more: thou that. art thy own happiness 
and. the ſpring of joy toall thy creatures 
with thee are the fountains, of pleaſure: 
and in thy · preſence is fulneſs of joy: 
immortal hats: and happineſs. flow from 
thee, > and. they are neceſlarily; blet-who i 
are ee with thy — thou 
art their God, ag HRW: art. my: God ta 
ene s „bl TOE — g 


Earth 5. with all the 3 ie TE | 3} 
Res. T6: ſnares and gay ASL are no NOTE 3. 


% 72 * 
Fo, * $H 44 15 
5 1 © 2.5 £ 
7 5 
WS 2 # 
; 7 ; 47 * * * * * J 


122 N a 4 
* * 4 
2 4 


F235 & 3 


2 Devout E x ER CI 8 E 8 


eatures no more of entity can, boaſt, 
The ſtreams, the hills, and tow' ring es are loſt. 
The ſun, the ſtars, and the fair fields of light 05 | 
Withdraw, : and now are vaniſh'd from hen. licht g 
ET 93 61 And God is all in all. ; r 


4 How much more dete 
Ih ve offen d? MWh à) 
d on whom my 
r depends dr 
advanced me to 4 
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5 How often has he recovered me 


* 


4 oo? 


between: Re 


„ and To me back © :_ 
hell, When chere : 
ut one faint bg © 2 
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OY me ai; l BP 9 


wournful friends were taking their laſt 


hen all human help fail'd, and my 


farewels; when every Gniling hope for- 
ſook me, and the horrors: of: death für- 
rounded me, to God I cried from the 
depths of miſery. and deſpair; I cried, 


and he was intreated, and reſcued: my 
life from deſtruction: he brought me :out } 
of the miry clay, and ſet my feet upon a 
rack, A thouſand inſtances of thy. good= 
_ neſs could ILrecount, aud all to my ou 
confuſion. | 1 01 111-1 N e 
Could 1 confider: thee! as my enemgz 1 I 
Light forgive myſelf; but when I con- 
ſider thee as my beſt friend, my tenden 
father, the ſuſtalner of my life, and au- 
thor of my happineſs, good God w WY 
| finned wane thee? Could I charge 1 ce 
with ſeverity, or call thy laws rigoreus 1 q 
and unjuſt, 1 had ſome excuſe; but lam 
ſilenced there by the conviction of mx 
own reaſon, which aſſents to all thy pre 
cepts as juſt and holy. But to og ö 
my guilt, L have e the ſacred rules 


| Lapprove: I have provok'd the juſtice: 1 
„ is Sod eee Ms phages 1 Lt 7 1 
: * : 1 i 8 24 1 | 0 | 7299 5 Fe ERS TL ARISE "uy 


n 


„ 4% 3 KAL ER 0 18 E 8. tt. 
3 Let tin there afe higher age avatief 


3 _ horrid ingratitude! here lies the emphaſis 
of my folly-and miſery ; the ſenſe of this 


| the dread of hell, or thie fears of loſing 
heaven: Thy love and tender com paſſion, 


are on this account become my⸗ terror. 


1 ſound more painful to my ears, than 
thaſt of a friend and a benefactor, which 


E  facred names confound RS terrify my 
| foul, beeauſe they oor} conſcience 


1 arenen of 
3 85 . 
= . ch ' 


vrach and ſeverity. bai F. 
1 1 1 hi 


ard the ſun and ſtars upbraid” 


ate my fins; thoſe, common bleſſings 


5 . 3 


. of my:iniquity ;'and whar/pives me the 
utmoſt confuſion) is, that I have ſinned 
= againſt unbounded love and goodneſs: 


torments: me, can E mot ſay/'as much as 


the late pleaſing ſubjects of my thoughts, 
$ The titles of an enemy and a judge ſcarce 


. f&-ſhamefully- inhance my guilt: thoſe 


wich the 5 n proaches: he 

dnefs abuſed, and 
4 ler — 4 4 nted, ſeem'd to mne 
= 8 as inf ppottable, as choſe of thy | 


ther ' ſhall 1 thigh? Lare not 

m there; ET look- downward; the fields 0 
and foutitains take their Creators part, 
and heaven and earth conſpire to aggra- e 


| pew” me No 1 I am indebted” to thy _ - 
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add an emphaſis to all my grateful Ga 8 
8 and tune my harp to everlaſting hm. . 

_ The ranſom'd of the Lord ſhall join 
IS with me, & wh ile this Slows inſtance „ 
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e 3 i Marte ets CR 
founded: what numerous inſtances could 
Lrecount? nor has my rehellion yet ſhut © 
up. the fountain OT: thy grace 3! for yet A 
I' breathe, and yet I live, andi live to im 
plore a pardon: heaven is ſtill open, and 
the throne of God l aeceſſible. But hl. 1 
with what confidence can 1 approach it? 7 
what motives can I urge, but | ſuch as: 2 
carry my own condemnation in them. 
Shall I urge thy former pity: and in- 
dulgence! This were to plead againſt 
myſelf: and yet thy clemency, that cle» 
mency which I nc abus d, is the beſt 8 
argument I can bring; thy grace ated; i 
clemency as revealed in Jeſus, the Son: 1 
of thy love, the bleſſed een 07 
God and man. e Ol 
O bhither has my kelly xedixced me? | 
With what words ſball 1 chaſe to addreſs 
ADE! Pardon my el 0 Lord, far. 1 
5 great: Jurprilt 2 : Lyrt 
will magnify thy goodneſs, and yield me 
an eternal theme to praiſe thee” Wilk | 
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4 thy grace excites their: wonder, , and my 
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' honour will my deſtruction brit ng thee 
What profit, what triumph to the A. 
hry will my 
ty bri ghreſt attribute; this aver 
all thy lovelineſs, and completes” thy 
b H þ beaury. By names of kindneſs and in- 
gence thou haſt choſen to reveal thy- 
belt to men: by titles of the moſt . 

rt, thou haſt made thyielf 
wn to N ſoul; titles which thou 
not yet diſdain, but are ſtill com- 
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nate and ready to pardon. 

But that thou haſt or wilt forgive me, 

BH 0 my God, aggravates i guilt. And 

, 5 * Alt thou Ware forgive me ?: Wilt thou 

3 "remit the gloomy ſcore, and reſtore the 

r wege 1. have forfeited? Wondrous 
ei aftoniſhing benignity! let me ne- 
. to ae e my 1 let me 
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XI. The abſence 27 Go D on earth. 


"HAT is hell, hät is damnation, A 
VV bur an exctufion from thy pre- 
Vive? Tis the watit of that which NG 
the regi ons of darkneſs all their horror. 
What is heaven, what are the ſatisfac- 
_ of angels, but the views of thy 
lory? what bit thy files and com- 
plaiſance are the ſprings of theory im- 
mortal tranſports? | ??: U312"7 4 
Without the ge of hy mn 1 
what privilege is my being? What canſt = 
thou thyſelf give 5 Tr contervail 1 3 
infinite loſs ? Could the riches, the emp -Y 
glories, and infipid Pleafures of the. 
| world, 'recomperiſs me for it? Ahl no. vp 
Not all tire variety of the creation could 5 
ſatisfy while I am deprived of thee: let A 
the ambitious,” the licentious, and cbyẽe- 
tous, ſhare theſe trifles among chem 4 4 
ſelves; they are n een for my | | 
dejected thoughts. FFF 
There was à time (but ah char hap 4 
py time is paſſed, thoſe bliGful minutes 
gone}: when with a modeſt affurance I 
"could: call thee 'my Janes 2 ali. ry, 7: 
Frien 4 oy r, my yr nd mi . 
9 = . A of +4 | are 
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„ "= Deva ExeRGISES 1. 
1 ceeding great reward : but thoſe glorious : 


E ; advantages are loſt, thoſe raviſhing 


ſpects withdrawn, and to my 8 
ſoul thou doſt no more appear but as a 


conſuming fire, an inacceſſible majeſty, 


my ſevere judge, and my omnipotent ad- 


BM verſary ; and who ſhall deliver me out 
of thy hands? Where ſhall 1 find a 
ante from thy wrath? What ſhades 


can cover me from thy all-ſeeing es 3 
25 One glance from hve, one piercing thy, ti 


Would kindle darkneſs into r r 4 1 


The veil, of night. is no diſguiſe, ec mo” | 
No ſcreen from thy all · ſearching eyes: _ F Fas 


 Thro' midnight-ſhades thou findꝰſt thy way, Tx 
"As in- the Peng nooh bf day. . 


1 


=» Bt will the Lord caſt off ſerie ever! EY > Will 

. He be favourable no more? Has God indeed 
| forgotten to be. gracious? Will he ſhut out 

my prayer for ever, and muſt I never 


behold my Maker? Muſt I never meet 
- thoſe ſmiles that fill the heavenly inha- 
biene with unutterable joys? . 
miles which enlighten the celeſtial. re- 
gion, and make everla ſting day above? 


In vain then have theſe nee I. 3 
| | beheld che light, in vain am 1 1 
with — Ae and wi 


# ee alas! What mall. e bee 8 
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Al of the HE Tr 75 37 
but Rat, curſes if 1 muſt never ſee 
the face of God? [ia 
Is; it a dream? 1 * EP a 
The voice that fo delights my ear? . 


Lo, he o'er hills his ſteps extends, 7 

And bounding from the cliffs deſcends: 
Now like a roe outſtrips the wind, | 
And leaves the. pantin 8. hart behind. 


I have waited for thee as they that nie 'N 
for the morning, and thy returns are more 
welcome than the ſpringing day-hght 
after the horrors of a melancholy night; 
more welcome than caſe to the fick, than 
| water to the thirſty, or reft to the weary 3 
traveller. How undone” was I without | 
thee? In vain,” while thou wert abſent, 
the world: Kath try to entertain me: all 
it could offer was like jeſts to dying men, 
er like recreation to the damn d. On thy, 
flavour alone my tranquillity” de pes; 4 1 
deprived of that, I hold ft ber hap I 
pineſs in the midſt of à paradife*” thy bo] 
wving-kindneſs 1s better than liſe; and fa a 4 
taſte of thy love be thus tranſporting, 
what extaſies ſhall I know When I dbink "i 
my fill of the ſtreams of bits "that flow |} 
from. MF 18 hand rn Fete 4 WE 0 
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When mall this happy day of viſion be E 
When ſhall I make a near approach | to thee? Fo, by 
Be loſt in love and wrapt in extaſy ?- n 
Ohl when ſhall I behold thee all kene . 


. Without this envious cloudy veil between 2 ont 
_ *Tis true; the ſacred elements * impart = - 0 | 


Thy virtual preſence to my faithful” _— 
But to my ſenſe ſtill unreveal'd thou art. 
This, tho? a great, is an imperfect bliſs, 
To ſee a ſhadow for the God I wiſh: Nor 
My ſoul a more exalted pitch would fly;. 
en vie w . in the heights of 3 


XIV: Banjſbment from Gop 880 ever. 


pe part from me, ye curſed : Oh! let me 

never hear thy voice pronounce- 
| thoſe dreadful words. Wich what terrors 
wn, that ſentence pierce my > 
2 it thunders in my ears! Ohl ra- 
t ſpeak me into my primitive no- 
e and with one potent word finiſh, 
my exiſtence. To be ſeparated from thee, 
and curſt with ior ogra a __ heh un 


CY 


ain the intolerable doom: 


. Ocxeadful tate of black Kept, Nat” wo 
Teo ſee my God remove, 5 : | 

ry And fix my doleful ſtation where 
L vie 7 1 muſt not taſte bis 10%, 175 J . 1 7 . 1 x ; 


nor view the light of thy countenan ce 5 5 
4 "for 
= 1 5 T he Lord's Supper. : 
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toy! ever. Unutterable wo ! there is no | 
hell beyond it. Separation from God is 
the depth of miſery. Blackneſs of dark-" Mi 
neſs, and eternal night muſt neceſſarily WY 
involve a' ſoul excluded from thy pre- 
fence. What life, what joy, what hope is 


to be found where thou art not? I want” 


words to paint my thoughts-of that diſ- 

mal ſtate. Oh! let me never be reſervd 
for the dreadful experience! Rather ler 
looſe thy wrath, and 1 in a moment Yee 
93 — nothing. * 0 
- part from thee." Okl whetlier hb buld 3 

1 go ray — thee? Into utter darkneſs ? That Þ 


makes no addition at alt to the wretch 8 8 


miſery that s. banifh'd from thy face. Af : 
ter that fearful doom, I mould Withouk 
conſtra in ſeek out ſhades as dark as hell, _ 

being moſt agreeable to my ow- n defpair; | 
and in the horrors of ctcraay night ber 
wail the infinite loſss. 1 15 iet 
Ihe remembranee of chat a 
neſs would render celeſtial” day inſuffer- 


able. The light of paradiſe could N 
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court, would but excite my envy, and 7 
| fill me with madneſs, while J conſfider'd* 
1 4 | coytelf the object of thine eternal indig- 


nation: nor could all the harmony of 
| heaven allay the horror of that reflection. 

The groans of the damn'd, and the 
b of the infernal caverns, would 
better ſuit my grief. There to the cries- 


3 166 and to the ſound of 
ceternal tempeſts, L might join my wild 
complaints, and lament the. loſs. of in- 
F finite bliſs, and curſe my ewn folly: but 

all the PRs below, & I might ſpeak. 
my preſent thoughts, fhould, not extorr 
a blaſphemous TefleGiion: on the divine 
1 ee 3 Tor 1 FROM. L . carpal: 


my * for 


nity leave thee unblemilh dich the <a 


pPutativn af ernelty. | 


But oh! what agonies a Se re- 


 membrance of thy former favour excite? 
What exquiſite remorſe. would, At; give: 
me to recal thoſe hi PPY |: 
_ thou... didſt bleſs m Y ketird devot 


with thy preſence? Aber F Ag a \ 
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nt tha dregs of thy wrath. be? Whe- 
ther wou'd thy frowns- fink. me, after I. 
5 have enjoy d the light. of ty counte= 

nance? Y 9 
If I muſt loſe. thy y. favour, oh! let me I 
forget what that —— imports, and blot 
for ever from my remembrance the joys ⁵⁶ 
that a ſenſe of thy love has excited: let 
no traces: of choſe ſacred traniports | My, 
left on my ſoul. . 

But muſt I depaix PIER thee ! into e- 
verlaſting fire? Double and dreadful 
ourſe! and yet unquenchable flames, and 
infernal chains if can judge in this ; 
life of ſuch awful. futurities) would be 
leſs terrible than the ſenſe of thoſe loſt- - 
Joys. That loſs would endure: no Teflee- 
dion; the review would be for ever in! 
lufferable; ;- the ages of eternity EY 
diminiſh the: exquiſite regret; ſtill z 
would excite new unutterable an- 
_guiſh, and rack e with infinite 8 

Bleſſed God, pity the ſoul whoſe en- 
- rremeſt 1 18 the do doom of an eternal 
_ departure Om Draw ſpirit 7 

into che holieſt and the: = 4 
8 thyſelf: that is p oihble, - w 1 

Aale in this fleſh, and let me bee com- © 

- Whnce Wat delightful re reſidence, and cons } 
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verſe with God, which nor death, No! "2 


C judgment ſhall ever . nor ſhall a. 
Nang — ever put 2 Period to it. 


XV. The glory of Gop in hir heb: we 


e, providence, and redempti on. 


4 


V. being immediately flows bu 
1 thee, and ſhould I not praiſe my- 
omnipotent Maker ? I receiv d: the laſt 
breath I drew from thee, thou doſt ſuſ- 

tain my life this very moment, and the 
next depends entirely on thy pleaſure. 

Tis the dignity of my nature to know, 

and my happineſs to praiſe and adore my 
| great original. But oh! thou ſupreme 
of all things, how art thou to be extolld 
by mortal man? 1 ſay to corruption, Thos 
ant m father, and to the worms, ye are 
r brethren ; my dayt are af a band 


But thou art the ſame; u thy years neben 
Jail: from everlaſting to everlaſting tbou 


[ breadth, and my liſe is nothing before theeg 


art Gad, the incomprehenfible;' the im- 


re 
radiſe, and the rakes of - celeſtial elo- 
| quence, fall ſhor of thy perfections; the 


irſt-born' ſons of light loſe theraſclves | 


5 | I in 4 a. ara in ſearch of thy 


> Wy > 


excellencies; OY 
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5 excllenie; ; even 9 0 with filent exſta- 9 
y, adore thee, while thou art veil d AF bo 
nctable ſplendor. 5 = 


The bright, the bleſs'd aivigiry i is known” 
: Aw e by himſelf alone. 


Who can conceive the extent of that 
Power, which, out of nothing, brought 
materials for a riſing world, and from a 
gloomy chaos bict the harmonious. uni- 
bags appear? 30 7 4:51 us 2 


Comfukon feard the voice, and wid 1 Gy 1 4 
Stood ral'd; Rood vaſt infinity confin'd, 1 


At thy wins the pillars of the „ 
were fram'd; and: its beauteous arches. 
rais d: thy breath kindled the ſtars, a- 1 7 ; 
dornd the moon with ſilver rays; - 1 
ave the ſun its flaming ſplendor. Thou 
idſt prepare for the waters their capaci- 

us bed, and, by thy power, fet bounds: 
to the raging billows: by thee the vallies 


And 


were clothed 1 in their flowery pride, and 3 43 


the mountains crown'd with groves. pc; 
all the wonderful effects of nature, we 
adore and confeſs thy power; thou _ 
tereſt thy voice in. fon and delt. 
eatter thy lightnings abroad; thou ri- 
410 on tee e of th e, he:®. 
= I Fae”. 4 mountains 
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mountains ſmoke,” and the foreſts trem- 
ble at thy approach; the ſummer and 
winter, the ſhady night, and the bright 
revolutions of the day, are thine; 


Theſe are thy glorious works, parent of good, 
. Almighty; thine this univerſal frame: 


Thus wondrous they ; thyſelf how: wondrous hens J | 


But O! what muſt thy ellential ma- 


I jet and beauty be, if 18 art thus il- 
luſtrious in thy works? If the difcove- 
ries of thy power and wiſdom are thus 


delightful, how tranſporting, are che ma- 


nifeſtations of thy goodneſs? From thee 


every thing that lives receives its breath; 
and by thee are all upheld in life. Thy 
3 8 reacheſt the leaſt inſect, for 


yo doſt provide the young lions their 
kg ſcattereſt thy bleſſings with a 


| kiberal hand on the . creation; man, 


thou art good, and thy care extends to 
all -chy works. Thou feedeſt the ravens, 


ungrateful man, largely partakes thy 


. Thou caufeſt thy rain to de- 
ſeend, and makeſt thy ſun to ſhine on 

the evil and unthankful; for tho art 
: and thy mercy endureth for ever; 
As the Creator and Preſerver of men, BF 
gloriouſly e 7 BYE: b 
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3 how much more gloriouſly art. 1 re- 

vealed, as reconciling ungrateful enemies 
to thyſelf by the blood of thy eternal 
Son? Flare thy beneficence diſplays its 
brighteſt £ e be here thou doſt fully 
ade thy moſt magnificent aides 
THE LoRD, THE LoRD Gop, MERCI- 
ciruL AND GRACIOUS, LONG-8UF- 
' FERING, AND ABUNDANT IN GOOD= 
NESS: How unſearchable are thy wan, 
and thy paths paſt finding out? Infinite 


_ depths of love, never to be expreſs'd by _ 


human language; and yet ſhould man 
be ſilent, the ftones themſelves would 
ſpeak, and the mute creation find a voice 


> 


e bes eee, 00f MR 


- Longing for the coming of C Cn ITY 


POME, Lord Jesvs,. quickly; 
come, leſt my expectations. DES 
left 15 grow weaty, and murmur at 47 


long My, J am tired with theſe vani- 4 


ties, and the world grows every day more 
unentertaining and infipid 3 it has now 
loſt its charms, and finds my heart in- 


ſenfible to all its lues. Wich cold 2 . 


neſs and contempt I view theſe tranſito- 
TYP 4 — wich aenier profpets 
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A Fuller expectation by faith. L fee 
the promis'd land, and every day. brings 
- me nearer the poffeffion of my heavenly 
Inheritance. Then thall T' ſee God and 
live, 'and face to face behold my cri- | 
3 I 


, © And in his favour find immortal light, 1 3 
. Ye hours and days, cut ſhort your tedious flight; 
3 | Ye months and years (if ſuch allotted be 
mm this deteſted barren world for me) 
©. © With haſty revolution roll along, . 
3 a v1 en wich impaticnce/to be. gone. l 


— 


75 


15 I have nothing here to linger tors my 
793 my reft, my treaſure, Sa. my 
. all above: my ſnl faints for 
the courts of the Lord in a dry and thir- 
4 land, where. there i is no refreſhment. 5 
1 79 long ſhall I dwell in Meſheck, 
3 and ſajourn in the tents. Kedar? When 
Will. ae weariſome | journey of life be fi- 
4 3 Fl miſh'd? When ſhall I reach my everlaſt- 
E . ipg home, and arrive at my celeſtial coun- 


P AF 


- 


| try? My heart, my wiſhes are —— al 


k there: I have no engagements to delay 


1 my farewel, nothing to detain me here}; 'Z 
E | bande a a ST uainted Pilgrim n, 4 
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* N f frlanils are gone before, an” are 
now triumphing in the ſkies, ſecure of * 
the conqueſt, poſſeſſed of the rewards of i 
victory. They ſurvey the field of battle, 
and look back, with pleaſure, on the di- 
ſtant danger: death and hell for ever 
vanquiſh'd, leave them in the poſſeſſion 
of endleſs tranquillity and joy ; while I, 
beſet with a thouſand ſnares, and tired 
with continual toil, unſteadily maintain 
the field, till active faith ſteps in, aſſures 4 F 
me of the conqueſt, and ſhews me the 
immortal crown. Tis faith tells me RN + 
light is ſown for the righteous, and glad- a 
nes jor the upright in heart : it "atfures* - © 
me, that my Redeemer lives, and that he: 
| ſhall and the laſt day on the earth; and 
though after my skn-worms deftroy this" 
ody, yet in my fleſh ſhall 1 fee God; hn 
.T {hall ſee for myſelf, and not andther ; and: -.4 
theſe eyes ſhall behold, though my reins le 
conſumed within _—_ Amen, even ſo 
come Lord Jes. This muſt de che lan- 2.2] 
guage of my ſoul on thou' doft: appear 
and Theſe my impatient breathin s after: oY 
thee! Till I ſee th. y falvation, = my heart bh 
and; oy. Teſs will TP, 88 the" e 
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ö ; Sas 3 Devout Ex ERCISE ; XV ll, 
"$@r entimne, O Lo RD, 70 fulfil a. as a bire- 
DB 55 my day; ſhorten the ſpace, and let it 


be full of action. Iis of ſmall import- 


ance how few there are of theſe. little 
circles of days and hours, ſo they are 


but well filled up with devotion, and 
3 with all proper duft. 


XVII. Seeking after an abſent Go D. 


O H] let not the Lund be angry, aud; : 
Þ E who am but duft will ſpeak: Wh 
daoſt thou withdraw thyſelf, and ſuffer 
me to purſue thee in vain? If I am ſur- 


& rounded with thy immenſity, why am I 


cus inſenſible of ee Why do I not find 


ches if thou art every where preſent? I 
ſearch thee. in the temple, Ks thou 
1 haſt often met me; there I have ſeen the 
® traces of thy majeſty and beauty ; but 
fthoſe ſacred viſions bleſs my ſight. no 
©: more. I ſearch thee in my ſecret retire- 
Us ments, where I have called upon thy, 
name, and have often heard the Whif⸗ 5 


| . 2 pers of thy voice; that celeſtial 'convers; 
fation hath often reach'd and raptur 4 
my ſoul, but I am ſolaced no more with 


„ 


toſe divine condeſcenſions; I liſten, but b 


; | | 1 Hear thoſe gentle ſounds no more; IJ: 


| and 5 ho but thou Hlieſt me; 32 1 
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1 wirher in That abſence; as a > drvoping 
plant for the reviving fun. | - "i 
O when wilt thou ſcatter. this melan- 4 
choly darkneſs? When ſhall the ſhadows 
fly before thee? When ſhall the cheer- 9 
ful glory of chy grace dawn upon my 
mind at thy approach? I ſhall revive at 
thy light; my vital ſpirits will confeſs 
thy preſence; grief and anxiety will va- 


niſh before thee, and immortal j Joys ſur- 9 


round my ſoul. 

Where thou art preſent, Bense 20 1 
nappineſs enſue; hell and damnation fills 
the breaſt where thou art abſent. While 
God withdraws, I am encompaſſed with 
darkneſs and deſpair; the ſun and ſtars 2? 
ſhine with an uncomfortable luſtre ; the 
faces of my friends grow tireſome; the 
Amiles of angels would fail to cheer my 4 


languithing ſpirit. I grow -unacquaint- 


ed with tranquillity; peace and joy are 
empty — to mesa words withour 1 
a meaning. 9 

Teil me not of glory —_ pie E 
Mad are no ſuch things without my God; wy 
_ while he withdraws, what deliglit ea 
rheſe trifles afford? All chat amuſes an- 
kind, ave butt ? 


asof happineſs, ſhades 


and fanſtaſtic. as Lanes what com- 
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-penſation can they make for an infinite 


good departed? All nature cannot repair 
my loſs: heaven and earth would. offer 


their treaſures in vain; not all the king- 


doms of this world, nor the thrones of 
archangels, could give me a recompenſe 
for an abſent God. 
© where can my grief find redreſs? 
Whence can I draw ſatisfaction when the 
fountain of joy ſeals up its ſtreams? My 
Ss {ſorrows are hopeleſs till he return; with- 
out him my night will never ſee a dawn, 
but extend to everlaſting darkneſs: con- 
tent and joy will be eternal ſtrangers 
to my == "if Had I all things within 
the oaks of creation to delight me, 
his frowns would blaſt the whole enjoy- 
ment: unreconci'd to God, my 1out 
would be for ever at variance with itſelf. 


Even now, while I believe thy glory 


* h 10 from me but with a tranſient eclipſe, 
while I wait for thy return as for the 


dawning day, my ſoul ſuffers inexpreſ- 


ſible agonies at the delay; the minutes 
ſieem to linger, and days are lengthen d 


into ages: 


but, Lard, what keener an- 
ſhould I feel, did I think thy pre- 


= ence had totally forſaken me; did 1 i- 
1 Mine chy glory ſhould no. more ariſe 


— 
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on my ſoul? My ſpi pirits fail at the ſup- 
tion; I A 2 the dreadful ap- 
pPrehenſions of my God for ever gone. 
Is it not hell in its moſt horrid proſpect, 
eternal darkneſs, and the undying worm, 
infinite ruin, and irreparable damage? 
Compared to this, what: were all the 
plagnes that earth could threaten, or hell 
— invent? What's diſgrace, and poverty, 
and pain? What's all that mortals fear, 
real or imaginary evils?. they are nothing 
compared to. the terrors which. the 
thought of loſing my God excites... 


O thou, who art my boundleſs. trea- 4 


fure, my infinite e ee my all, my in- 


effable portion, can I part with thee? - 


may ſee without light, and breathe with- 4 


out air, ſooner aut be bleſs'd without 


my God. Happineſs ſeparate from thee 


were a contradiction, an impoſſibility (if 4 
I dare ſpeak it) to omnipotence itfelf. 1 


feel a: e which the moſt. glorious 
ereation could not ſatisfy; an emptineſs | 


which nothing but infinite love could fill. 


I muſt find thee, or weary myſelf in an oj 


eternal purſuit, Nothing thall divert me 


in the endleſs ſearch ;; no obſtacle ſhall 
_ fright me back, no allurement with-hola #3 
. mtking: ſhall Hatter or relieve my 
x een impatience; 3 


4 
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| impatience; my bliſs, n y. 


* 5 
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3 2 2 
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A - my 


all depends on the ſucceſs, * Shbew me : 


thou art, O my God; conduct me to 
thy preſence, and let thy love confine Þe 


wed for ever. 


VI n. 3 705 Gon concerning "the Z 
 Jupremacy of love #0 him. 5 


I < 0 G0, when J ceaſe to love TTY 


praiſe thee, let me ceaſe to breathe | 


and live; when I forget thee, let me for- 


get the name of happineſs; and let every 


3 5 pleaſing idea be razed from my memory. 


When thou art not my ſupreme delight, 
b. let all things ele deeeive me; let me grow 


* 
be: 4. 
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Vunacquainted with peace, and ſeek repoſe 
In vain; let delufions mock my gayeſt 
es, ; let my defires find no ſatisfaction, 
th are terminated all in thee. 
forget the ſatisfactions of thy 


8 


0 my God, let pleaſure be a ſtran- 
ger to my foul]; when 1 prefer not that 
to my chiefeſt joy, let me be inſenfible of 
allzdelight; "when thy benignity is not 
dearer to me than life, let that 9 0 


1 burden and my. pain. N 
| and. ie thou findeſt any con om pe e 


XVII. ele AA r.. 1 


there, remove the darling vanity, and 


blot every name but thine from my 


breaſt. Let me find nothing but empti⸗ 
in the creature, when I forſake the all- 
ſufficĩent Creator; let the ſtreams be cut 


off when I wander} away, and abandon 
the fountain. Let me be deſtitnte of aſ- 


{ſtance when I ceaſe to rely on thee: let 
my lips be ever filent, when they refuſe 
to acknowledge thy benefits, and make 
not thee the. ſubject of their - higheſt 4 
7 praiſe. Let no Joyful ſtrain enter at my 
ears, when thy name is not the moſt de- 
lightful ſound they « can convey c to et 4 


| heart. 55 
I have dess pronouncing heavy 


on myſelf, if thy love be not my 2 
bleſſing; yet, on my deareſt good, my. 4 
portion, and my only felicity, might 14 


not go on farther ſtill, and even v 


immortal joys on the ſincerity -of my 
love to thee ? Bleſſed Lord, forgive theſe 3 
dangerous efforts of a; mortal 1 I 3 
ugs of A. 4 


8 " 
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Which are the mere. 9 £ 
500 fervent affection. 3 18 ; 
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of my brighteſt hopes, and * light 
g nat the height of 2 | 
expected þ 
If I defire any thing in heaven or on 
earth in 3 of thee, I am almoſt 


IP 


3 9 — the 1; = of paradiſe: even that pa- 
radiſe 5 — be melancholy darkneſs 
without thee, and the hon corner of 
the creation, bleſsd with thy preſence, 
would be more agreeable. On! where 
could. I be happy remote from thee? 
What imaginable good could ſupply thy 
LE” Sax, O my God, do | not drr 


bal E call the holy a. to wit- 
neſs? Shall I call 8 and earth to- 
Witneſs? Will not the moſt high God 
- himſelf, che poſſeſſor of heaven and 
$==5 candeſtend to witneſs ae | 
| Aa ine my love? | 
With what pleaſure do Lrellect on 2 
1 ations by which I have devoted 
2. elf to thee? My ſoul collects itſelf, 3 
[and with an entire aſſent gives up all 
its pdwers to thee : I would bind api Ke 
nato. thee beyond all the ties that mor 
nals tals know, You Fg ers of eee Sire 5 => 


ready to ſay, baniſh me as an eternal exale 
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tic, and flema, as. your own immortal 
vows, and I will joyfully go thro' them 
all to bind myſelf to my God for ever. Say, 
no, ye heavens and earth, ſay, ye holy 
angels, and O thou all-knowing « On 

fay, do 4: not love thee? _ 1 


xIx. A devout cops or 28 to Gop 
2 inexpreſſ ble, 3 4 11 


T# O U radiant fun, thou moon, and 4 
+ all ye ſparkling ftars, how lag: af i 
would I leave your pleaſant light to ſee 

the face of God ? Ye cryſtal ſtreams, * 
gro ves and flowery lawns, my innocent 
delights, how joyfully could I leave you - 
to meet that bliſsful pn IG And you. 
7 delightful faces. of my friends, I would : 
this moment quit you all to ſee him whom. - 
my ſoul loves; ſo loves, that I can find 
no words to expreſs, the. eee ar- 1 
dour: not as the miſer loves. his wealt 8 
nor the ambitious his grandeur; not ag 
the libertine loves his pleaſures, or the 7 
generous man his friend : theſe: are flat 
4 amilitudes. to. deſcribe ſuch an intenſe 
Pa Don, as mine. Not AS A: man ſeorgh 55 I 
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not as 4 weary traveller wiſhes W ſoft 
repoſe ; my reſtleſs deſires aumit of n 
| ol compariſon from theſe. TR 
I love my friend; my vital breath, 
3 wird the light of - Reuben are dear to me: 
Hut ſhould 1 ſay, I love my God as 1 
love theſe, I fhoüld belie the ſacred 
flame which aſpires to infinity. Tis 
thee, abſtractly 7 aj Ouncreated beauty, 
that love; in thee, my wiſhes are all 
| terminated; in thee, as in their bliſsful 
E Centre, all my defires meet, and there 
4 20 muſt be eternally fixed: Tis thou 
3 Alone that muft Bonne my everlaſt- 
be In happineſs. Were the harps of an- 
gels filent, there would be harmony for 
. me in the whiſpers of thy love: were 
4 the fields of light darken'd, try Eile £ 
1 the vifion of thy — will N my 
eyes, nor give me leifure to walte a look 
| op; other. objects to all eternity, any 

further than God is to be ſren in his 
| efcatures. All their beams of grace, and 
y. and glory, are derived from thee, 
| the eternal ſun, and will merit my at- 
ih tention no farther 8 reftect * 15 by: 


er 12 an 2 
4 * * nn, * 
FH RE IEP 1 - 7 
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OY 


XX. of the Hear: . 7¹ 


i, FI at this. diſtance, encompals d 
with the ſhades of 'death, and the Maite 
of darkneſs, in theſe od; melancholy. 
regions, when a ray of thy love breaks 
in on my ſoul, when thro the clouds I 
can trace but one feeble beam, even 
that obſcures all human glory, and 
gives me a contempt for whatever mor- 
tality can boaſt. What wonders then 
will the open viſion of thy face effect, 
when I ſhall enjoy it in ſo fublime a. * 
gree, that the magnificence of the skies 
will not draw my regard, nor the con- 
verſe of angels divert my thoughts from 
thee? Thou wilt engroſs my everlaſting "bs 
attention, and I ſhould abound in felici- 
ty, if I had nothing to entertain me hut 
immediate communion with the infinite 2 
divinity. _ 
Mend thy pate, old. lazy time, and - 
ſhake thy h eavy ſands; make ſhorter.cir=" | 
cles, ye rolling planets ; when will your. 3 
deſtined courſes be fulfill'd ? Thou reſt- 
leſs un, how long wilt thou travel the |} 
celeſtial road? 2 When will thy ſtarry walk: 
be fanith'd? Y Vhen will the commiſſiond 
angel arreſt thee in thy progreſs, and 
lifting up his hand; ſwear: by: therunut- 
der 9 192 lime Hool be n more?... 


* g v3 
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0 happy period! my impatient foul 
ſprings forward to ſalute thee, and leaves 
the lagging days, and months, and years 
far behind. Make haſte, my beloved, and 
be like a roc, or a Joung hart on the  ſbicy 
mountains. 5 
I pine, I die for the ſight of thy coun- 
| tenance ; - oh! turn the vail aſide, blow 
away the ſeparating cloud ; pull out the 
pins of this tabernacle, break the cords, 
and let fall the curtain of mortality. Oh! 
| let it interpoſe no longer between me and 
my perfect bliſs. I feel thoſe flames of 
5 divine love, which are unextinguiſhableas 


che lights of heaven, not death itſelf 


— 


ſhall quench the ſacred ardou. 
Ye Miniſters of light, ye guardians of 9 


3 che juſt, ſtand and witneſs to my vows; 
1 N in a humble dependence on thy grace, 


| O Feſus, may I not venture to bid theſe 
thy flaming miniſters proteſt againſt me, 

when I change my love, and ſtand my 
aceuſers at the laſt judgment? When I. 
prove. falſe to thee, may I not venture to 
lay to them all, Bring in your awful evi 


1 7 dence, and proclaim my Perjury. 


TEES» 8 
1 


8 der hon havelifiewd, While the 1 N _ | 4 1255 þ ip | | 
. | 3 N ts hat n -* * 224 444 +42 dame, 4 n j * | 
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: "You liſten'd while it melted on my tongue, 
Flow'd from my lips, and grac'd the midnight-ſong. 
Bleſs d was the time, and ſwiftly fled the hours 

While holy love employ'd my nobleſt powers: ; 


The heavens appear'd, and the propitious Skies 


\ Unveil'd their inmoſt glories to my eyes. 
Oh! ſtay, Icry'd, ye happy moments ſtay, - . - 
Nor in your flight ſnatch theſe delights away 1 
Lask no more the riſing ſun to view, | 
To mortals and their hopes I bid adien, 


Theſe 8 aud this arch * 


been witneſſes to my vows : the holy an- 
gels have been witneſſes, and all will join 


together to condemn me when J violate 


my faith. Strengthen and confirm it, O 


my Saviour, and make che bonds of it 


| el: 


If I were only to curly up on bib ; | | 
ſubject, I might ſay, what motive could 
earth, what could hell, what could hea= 4 


ven itſelf propoſe to tempt my ſoul ti 
change its love? What could they lay 


in the balance againſt an infinite good? 


What could be thrown in as a ſtäke a- 


gainſt the favour of God? Aſk the hap- 
py ſouls who know what the light of. 
his countenance imports, who drink in 


Joy and immortality from his miles, aſæ I 


hem. what value they ſet on their enjoy-— 
ments; aſk them what in heaven or earth- 4 
ſhould purchaſe one moment's interval 

„% og ng of 1 


i | 
ig - SY * 
„ 


n Bliſs; 94 ens trans ſeraph, 


when thefe have named the purchaſe, 
earth and hell may try to balance mine. 
Let them fpread the baits that tempt de- 
- Jaded men to ruin; let riches, FR 
beauty, and bewitching pleaſure appear 
in all their charms, the ſenſuality of the 
preſent and paſt ages, the Per/ian deli- 
cacy, and the Roman pride; jet them 


open the veins of ſapphire, and ſhew the 


their weight is too little and too light.— 


| imperial titles, and the enſigns of majeſty ; 
put in all that boundleſs vanity imagines, 
or wild ambition craves, crowns and ſc 

tres, regal veſtments, and golden thrones, 


| | as airy vanity. 


— N g — ä * * 1 o T 3 2 7 1155 TOS er a Yr, 
, - 5 G IEEE TAPES R * * S F % ORs e a. 
166 as 9 8 — i 8 . * n - " bs RR + 
9 g e 7 as 
J 2 "i | 3 4 
* : F p 
N > N * be : Ju 
F *.3 * 
; ; 5 g c 
£ p 


amidſt the fervency of his raptures, at 
what price he values his happineſs: and 


uncover the golden mines, and diſcloſe | 
the ruby ſparkling in its bed; let them 


diamond glittering in its rock; let them 
all be thrown into the a - alas! 


1 Let the pageantries of ſtate be added, 


EF —the ſcale ſtill mounts.— Throw in the 
woyrld entire — tis unfubſtantial, and li icht . 


Are theſe thy higheſt boat 0 de- 
| luding world? Ve miniſters of darkneſs, . 
have you nothing elſe to offer? Are theſe 
1 4 522 N . TP theſe a com- 
. N 4 


3 A A 15 
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toys to: madmen and fools ; 
niſh under my ſcorn, and cannat yield ſo. 


ap 


_ 


lation for the FAYOUR or Gp? 


Alas! that boundleſs word has a mean 


ing which out-weighs them all : infinite 
delight, unconceivable joy are expreſs'd 
in it; the light of his countenance ſig- 


inifles more than angels can deſcribe, or 
mortality imagine! and ſhall T quit all 
that. an everlaſting heaven means, for 


my fhadows® 
Go ye baffled tempters, go offer your 
they all-va-- 


much as an amuſement to my aſpiring 


Fr. Heinr. —_ 


thoughts. Ihe fun in alt his fpacious cir- 


cuit, beholds nothing to. tempt my 
wiſhes, "Theſe. winding ſkies, in all their 
ample round, contain nothing equal to 
my deſires; my ambition has far diffe- 
rent ends, and other proſpects in view; 


nothing below the j joys of angels can la- 9 4 3 
tisty —_ 9 


Let me explore che worlds of life 1 
beauty, and find a path to the 8 
receſſes of the Moſt High: let me * 
at the fountain-head of pleaſure, and 
deri ve all that I want from S and 


uncreated fulneſs and felicity. 


Oh divine love! let me launch out into 
urable E he be fwallowed | 


5 


— 
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up of "AP Jet me plunge at once in im- 
mortal j joy, and loſe 7 in the inn : 
nite ocean of hap pinen. 

Till then I pine for my celeſtial. coun- 
5 j; till then I murmur to the winds and 
ſtreams, and tell the ſolitary ſhades my 
grief. The groves are conſcious to my 
complaints, and the moon and ſtars liſten 
to my ſighs; by their ſilent lights 1 talk 
over my heavenly concerns, and give a 
vent to my divine affections in mortal 4a 
language; then looking upward, I grow YW 
7 to 9 the Ex WAY the 


Come hot: come life, and charbleſed * 
For which I languiſh, come away; 

0 * hen this dry ſoul, theſe r Ml 7 98 
And drink „ unſsa. d ſource be: iD. + ) x fi: 
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Oh come, 7 cry, thou who 1 7 
Joveth:1 Would go on, but want expreſſi- 
on, and vainly ſtruggle With, the. unut- 
2 _ terable. thought. B 
Lell me, you ſons F: % 18 Who feel 
L the force of theſe celeſtial —.— in what. 
guage you paint their ſacred viglence ? > 
r do "the tongues of ſeraphs fauker ?., 


2 the language of. paradiſe Want em- 
1 here, * — 1 wy | 
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wot? y 


limits of decree or dvtraviond; 


EY 1 ia 3 is more a 3 
than, all your deſcriptions: of it: heaven 
echos to your charming notes as far ass 
they rea ch, while divine love, which is 
all your ſong, 3 is infinite, and knows: no 


Fet I would ſay, ſome gentle ſpixie, | f 


eee x 


ſtrains, let me CONF out "nw n e 


— 


Zone of the Kaireſt quire 180. 
Shall flock around my ſong 
With joy to hear the name they love 

Sound from a mortal e. 8 


A - 

* 5 
ER” 

LIFE 


0 


Bleſſed ank Wu tert creatures,” T7 long 


to join with you in vou celeſtial ſtyle of Þ 
adoratien and love, I long to learn younn 
enxſtaſies of worthip and joy in a lan- 
guage which mortals cannot pronounce, 1 
and to ſpeak the divine paſſion of my 
. in words: which: ; are Th INT 8 


i poſſible as E. Ahoud bile 2 
Apt almoſt into * chird headers | 
ROS: 


* 
and then, | , | | 
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truct me in your art, lend 4 
me'a golden harp, and guide the ſacred } 
flight; let me imitate: your devout 
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180 Dea eee .- "mn 
and ere à few weeks have paſſed over 


me, I could find myſelf creeping among 
the inſects of the earth, and almoſt as 
meanly bufied as they ? Cari divine love, 
which exalted me lately into flaming 
tranſports, ſo far fabfide and grow cool 
within me? Can it leave me {6 unactive 
as I now feel myſelf? What ſhall I do to 
ſhame my conſcience with reproaches, 
and renew my flame to . 200 
and vigour, | 
Alas! how does FA iRivicy of men, 
= cat the little affairs of human life, con- 
demn my negligence in matters of 'ever- 
laſting conſequence ? Does the fond lo- 
ver, with ſuch anxiety and impatience, 
1 purſue the object of his wiſhes, and 
Ss -thallnot e deauty and infinite love 
Une inflame my deſires to a nobler 
beight, and excite my languiſhing devo- 
tion? 
Are che ambitious fo reſtleſs and foli- 
|  Citous to make themſelves great, and to 
| purchaſe the veneration of fools? Do they 
lay ſuch mighty projects, and compaſs 
their deſigns with ſuch pains and difficul- 
ty, for mere pageantry and gaudy trifles; . 
and ſhall I, who am a candidate for: hea- 
* a probationer f for celeſtial ta”. 7 
1 5 e | 


and hangs heavy upon our hetter powers! i J 


alive that immortal ſpark within 
which came firſt from heaven, and firſt 4 
5 taught our hearts to ariſe and fpring up- 


g . 2 5 2 . N _ 
I 6-5 | . | — 
92 1 Ks 32 FR 2 
b | — 5 "» 4 
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loſe my title for want of 8 ? Shall 


I'faint in the noble ſtrife, when God and 


angels are ready to aſſiſt me, and — 


moments toil will be recompens d W1 


eternal ages of reſt and triumph? 


See, ſee, the moments fly, the bout 2 
ſhortens, ind the immenſe pe draws 3 


near; the palm of victory, the 
crown are in view; the happy realms 
and fields of light entertain me with _ 


their glorious proſpect. Rouſe thee; my 


ſoul, to the moſt active purfuit of theſe i 
felicities:: wakenall thy forightly powers, | 


and let it never, never be thy reproach, 


that the vigour and inten neſs of th | 
labours fall ſhort of the pretenfrons « A 
thy defire ; or chat thy holy induſtry 4 
ſhould fink fo far below pe fervonr” of 
_ thoſe affections, which, in a devour hour, 4 
thou haſt proneuneed inexpreſſiblt. 


0 Lend, what e ee things ua. | 
what frailty works in his fleſh and blood, 4 


Tis grace, divme grace alone, can Eee 


dard. "Preſerve and complete thy: own n 
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| Xl. of jay view ” approcebing 5 death 


0 Y each, 5 18 thy ſting; ; P . 18 
thy boaſted victory; the conqueſt 
is mine; 1 ſhall paſs, intriumph through 
thy dark. dominions, and through the 
grace of the Son of God, my bene: 
Jeader; I ſhall appear there not a captive | 
but a conqueror. 

| O Kang of terrors, where : are thy FIERY 4 
 midable 3 ? Lcan ſee nothing i rap 
Ful in thy aſpect: thou. — with 
- No tokens of defiance, nor doſt thou 
come with ſummons from a ſevere judge; 
but with gentle invitations. from. my 


bleſſed Redeemer; who has pals d glori- 


F | $515 through thy territories, in his Wr, 
hh ” his thr throne.. 1 # 
| © Thrice welcome, how. kind eſſede- 
ger of my liberty and happineſs 13 
fand times. more welcome than Jubilee 

to. the wretched. flave; than pardon to a 
condemn d malefactor: I am going from 
g darkneſs and confinement. to. immenſe 
| * and perfect liberty; from theſe 
I ſtuous, regions to. che ee 1 
3 . F e iner bone * trom 


ou- 


. by the Ha Ain 6 3 


3 Forthe void of virtue, I ſhall . 
receive its vaſt rewards,; for the reproach ii 
of fools, the honour and applauſe of an- 
gels. Ina ber minutes 1 ſhall be high- 
er than yonder ſtars, and brighter Et 
than 50 1 ſhall range the boundleſs 
æther, and breath the balmy air of pa- 
radfe.. I ſhall preſently behold my glo- 
rious Maker, and ing ballehyahs to m = 
_ exalted Saviour. 
And now come, ye bright guardians 
by the juſt, conduct me through the un- 
known. and trackleſs æther, for you pass 
and repaſs this celeſtial road continual- 
ly; you have commiſſion not to leave 1 
18 till I arrive at Mount Sion, the heav | 
Jeruſalem, the city of the 3 4 1 
God: till I come to the inumerable c e 
pany of angels, and the fry of 1 
men made perfect. 
Hold out, faith and 7 eien 8 but © #4 
a little while and your werk will be ax 
925 e 9 5 A fow- Farne A, . 


fe | Laine e ag of; life wit be | 
niſhed. One effort more; and I. alk 
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| Hall FAR look back on the dangers 
I have eſcaped in "my" Travels e 
the wilderneſs. © 
Roll faſter on, ye Ungering minutes; the 
nearer my joys, the more impatient I am 
to ſeize them: after theſe painful agonies: 
how greedily ſhall I drink in immortał 
eaſe and pleaſure ? Break away, yethick 
 couds, begone ye envious ſhades, and 
let me behold he glories” ye conceal : let 
me ſee the promis d land, and ſurvey the 
yy happy Tegions, I am immediately to poſ- 
e How long will you interpoſe be- 
twꝛeen me and my Prighe Sun * between 
me and the unclouded face of God? 
Look up, my ſoul, ſee how: Freetly thoſe- 
- reviving beams break forth! how they 
455 che ovens and gud” the ſhades of” 
.0 bleſt ney! wich what: a chogpe: 
ö kel ſplendor doſt thou dawn on my ſoul? 
I . Wich thee cemes liberty, and peace, and! 
love, and endleſs felicity'; but pain, and 
£ forrow, and tumuk, and death, and 
_ darkneſs vaniſh before thee-for ever. 1 
am juſt upon the ſhores of thoſe: happy 
realms: RET Ne day and e- 
the de- N 


the Lamb is in the midſt of thee, and 
the nations that are ſaved ſhall walk in 


| ſhout of triumph. ſhall i : Es in . 
for . 


* 3 eherubs loud reſponſes ſing. 


M ches Hall there behold the Ki ** 
his beauty, and- oh! how raviſhing Wil“ 
the aſpects of st love be? What un 5 0 I 


| continually echo to the ſongs of angels: 
There the bliſsful fields extend their ver- 
dure, and there the immortal groves a- 


ſcend; but how dazzling is thy pro- 


ſpect, 0 city of God, of whom ſuch 
glorious things are ſpoke ? In thee there 
ſhall be no more night, nor need of the fun 
or moon ; for the throne of God, and of 


thy light, and the kings of the earth /oall 


bring their glory and honour into thee ; and = 4 
| there the glorious Lord ſhall be tous a © MW 
place . N defence, a place of fireams and 


broad rivers ; and the voice of j joy, and 


There holy Gala . 4 1 


And never are concern'd for food and fleep: 185 SE, 2 >, : 4 43 
There new. come ſaints with vreatins "VE tight ae 


Kg 2 crown'd, , N - 4 


„„ 5 2 SOS 
While iv'ry — and ſacred muppets found 4 2 _ 


There flaming ſeraphs ſacred hymns begins 13 py i 
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ö as When ſhall I view the beatific 


glory without one interpoſing cloud to 


* 


_ eternity? When ſhall I drink my fill at 
the fountains of joy, and in thoſe rivers 


had 


$a power and Cen. 
"ds all ſuſſicient friend, my  ſbield, 1 


Ne 


enou gh: unbounded avarice can covet 
nothing beyond thee; the ſoul whom 


pineſs. my voluntary choice; I took thy 
E love for my treaſure in that bleſt day 


when I enter'd into covenant with thee, 


| 3 with thee for the friendſhips, the' ho- 
nours, and pleaſures of the world; but 
- folemnly renounced them all, and chofe 
"ay favour for my ſingle inheritance, 


cen renewed; and Thall: L 30885 


1 84 . ExER CISES XXII. 
ven, and exhilarate all the celeſtial re- 


of pleaſure that flow from his SABER : 


XXII. 1 ves _ nation of fel to the 


my exceeding great reward ! 1 have . 


&. thou doſt not ſuffice, deſerves to be eter- 
& nally poor. Thou art my ſupreme hap- 


and became thine: I made no articles 


We the condudt az my life. earixely, 


do hee 2 
Theſe weremy 1 5 het 1 haye ; 
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fb. . hs, * alter a 
Choice fo juſt, and. grows Forbid i 
gracious God! let me never be guilty,o 
ſuch madneſs : the world has often Mie 
appointed my moſt confident expecta- 


tions, bu It thou haſt never deceived-me. 


In all my diſtreſs I have found thee a ä 
certain x." my Shield, my fortreſs, my 
high tower, my deliverer, my rock, and. 
he in whom I truſt. When there was 


none to ſave me, thy powerful hand has 


ſet me free; thou haſt redreſs d my 


grievances, and diſſipated my fears; 


thou haſt brought me light out of obs; 


ſcurity, and turn d my darkneſs. into 60 


. 44 5. 


day. 


thee I have found repoſe and undliſturb d x 


tranquillity, Thou haſt been my long 


experienc'd refuge, uy unfailing confi- 8 | | 
dence, and I Neal y depend on thee, 1 


for my future conduct. * cannot . 3 | 
when guided by infinite wildoms 1 mult” — 
be ſafe in the arms of eternal love, to Sa 4 
which I humbly. reſign myſelf. Let me | 4 
have riches or poverty, honour -or con= L 3 


Mp! 1 a whatever. Comes from. th f hands L 5 ö 
he tha cfully . . en 
ws H | . 
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Wu en the world could afford me no- 
thing but tempeſt and diſorder, with 1 
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hear no voice but thine, nor make a ſtep 
but where I am following thee., is 
Ik thou wouldſt leave me to chuſe for 
| myſelf, I would refign the choice again 
to thee. I dread nothing more than the 
guidance of my own blind defires ; I 
tremble at the thoughts of ſuch a fatal 
liberty: avert, gracious God, that miſer- 
able freedom. Thou foreſeeſt all events, 
and at one ſingle view doſt look through 
| eternal conſequences z therefore do thou 
determine my circumſtances, not to gra- 
tify my own wild deſires, but to advance 
Ss thy glory. 
Thou haſt an unqueſtion d ri ight to 
Adiſpoſe of me. I am thine by neceſſary 
ties and voluntary engagements, which 
. thankfully acknowledge and ſolemnly 
renew: deliberately and entirely I put 
myſelf into thy hands. Whatever inter- 
5 eſt J have in "this world 1 ſacrifice to 
5 ee, and leave my deareſt enjoyments to 
thy diſpoſal, acknowledging it my great- 
* eſt Pappinetz to be guided by ee” 
Tord, what is man that thou art mind- 
3 Je of him ? that thou who art ſupreme- 
F bleſs 5 and independently \ happy, 
= 195 concern thyſelf with Human af 
1 ry and condeſcend Fe! make on 2 nts 
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as much Fg care as if mortal miſeries 
could reach thee; and interrupt immor- 
tal bleſſedneſs. Thou wouldſt make us 
ſenſible of thine indulgence by the moſt 
tender ſimilitudes: a father's gentle 
care but:faintly. ſhadows thine, and all 
we can- conceive of human pity falls 
ſhort of. thy: compaſhon. Thou doſt 

ſeem to · ſhare: in our calamities, and 

ſympathize in all our grief. No frigagh#- 
flies to our. afliſtance with all the ſpeed: 
that love brings thee, nor canſt chan e- 
ver want. methods to relieve thoſe chat 2 
confide in thee. 4 
- Thy. providence' finds: or male ind 3 


al ſtand ſtill, and the courſ of nature 7 


through all oppoſitions: the ſtreams · 4 
rol AE to their fountaing the ſun 2? 


revers d, rather than thou want 


means to bring thy purpoſes to paſs. 
No obſtacle — A and 55 thy deſigns, 


nor obſtructs thy methods: Ny ris" thy wi 1 3 


4 * 


ſtay thy hand, or ſay unto thee, 
thou Thy o counſel ſhall land; and ibs. 
wilt do-all thy pleaſuee. N 


that makes fa and ng ellity „ 4 


caſt, my: eyes, I: fee inſtances of thy 2 
OWer: * extended SE fn: 
5 H 2 . 5 


ig is im- 1 2 
flible for thee to accompliſh: wherever 
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and ſtars, tell me Whar thou art able to 
perform ; they atteſt thy omnipotence, 
and febuke my unbelief; The whole 
creation pleads. for thee, e condemns 
my infidelity. © 

Almighty God, forgive my diffdenice: 
while I confeſs it is moſt inexcuſable. 
Thy hand is not ſhorten d, nor are the 
ſprings of thy bounty ſeal d; thy antient 
+ Miracles have not exhauſted thy ſtrength, 
nor hath perpetual ese sense impove- 
riſh'd thee; chy power remains undimi- 
__ viſh'd, and ty mercy endureth for ever. 
52 "x kg attribute ſurrounds me 

with tranſ porting glories: Which way 
 foever 1 turn, I meet the bright con vic 
tion: I* cannot recall a day of my paſt 
| US: on which ſome fignatute of thy 
goodneſs: is not ſtam pd. 


eu var nic 03 ener 
= . Oh! mhodath aſted of thy, clemeney./ 4 Ado » V7 
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to my fins; but haſt remember'd my. 
frame, and treated me with the utmoſt. 
indulgeace. og Lo be. to. 8 name for = 
| ever. „„ | 3 | — 1 G 
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XXIII.  Redeeming lover: 


Almighty, love, the. theme- o every 
heavenly. ſong! infinite grace, the 
wonder of K forgive a. 1 ; 
tongue that attempts thy. praiſe; * 
yet ſhould man be Alent, the mute de 4 
ation would find a voice to upbræid him. 

But oh!. in what language ſhall I 
ſpeak? with what. „ hall I 
begin ? Shall I roll back the volumes of 
eternity, and begin with the glorious de- | ; 
ſign. that; .determin'd man's redemption, - - 
before the birth of time, e te con 
fines of creation were: ird? 1 2 5 


lõßnite years before the day, Bhs 15 ws 8 
Wa * Die a7: to roll. 8 0 * 


_ s of the redeem'd? or, to-exeite my 4 
gratitude, Rel L conſider myſelß, 

—— 1 ſelf; included by am eter: 
nal decree among the number of choſe 9 
* 4 an hear of a Redeemer's nauer Mi 
— * Yn? 3. W 


1 
. wy ©. 
£4 ww 
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and be mark d out a partaker of chat 
immenſe privilege? Before the founda- 
tion of the hills were laid, the gracious: 
deſign was form'd, and the bleſſed plan 
of it ſchemed out before the curtains of 
the ſky were ſpread. 22 
8 Lord! what is man? what am I? what 
3 3s all the human race, to be thus regard- 
ed? O narrow. thoughts, and narrower 
words here confeſs your defects: Theſe 
are heights. not to be reach d- by you. 
Adorable meaſures: of infinite clemency !: 
E unſcarchable riches of grace! with what 
k aftonifhment do I rer & ee Tam 
; 2 < Twallowed and loſt in the us im- 
Y E 7 All hail, ye divine myſteries, 
. ye- glorious paths of the unſearchable 
Deity! let me adore, tho" wh can never | 
- 3 - os preſs you, * 
t n mould 1 be flent, reaven and 
=p 33 nay, hell itſelf would oath | 
me: the damn'd. chemſelves would call 
me ungrateful, ſhould [ fail to celebrate 
chat grace Whoſe: loſs they are for ever 
lamenting: a loſs. that vel them for 
erer deſperate and undone.” T's. this 
13 grace which tunes che harps 6 e 
and yields them an inimerkal AUbject 
| Kannony and NET The ehe 
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men made perfect fix their contempla- 
tions here; they adore the glorious mys- 
ſtery, and while they ſing the wonders. 
of redeeming love, they aſcribe ſublime 
and living honours to him that fits' on 
the throne, and to the Lamb for ever, 
And ihfinitely worthy art thou, O Lord, 
to receive the grateful hemage. WhO 
ſhall not praiſe and magnify thy name? 
_=_ hall "wy Wer unk of” 14 

2 alas“ what e cart x kn FOR add 
to thee? What can nothingneſs and va- 
nity give? We murmur from the duſt, 
and attempt thy praiſe from che de 2 
of miſery ; yet thou doſt eondaſee 
hear and litten to eur broken ache; 8 7 
amidſt the hallelujah+- '6f en 2 


groans aſcend: to: thee, ou = I 
by — 


reach thee: from the height of 
pineſs, and from the aside 
nal glory; thou. haſt reg 


bomage with deli, Bs Web. 
Wich the Barber oF. ange I $68 3 inter 
_ rupt the ſacred coneord:-* "Thofe na at ve 
of . deer — — s 


— 
- 
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d 9 Devont, Exencists XXIV: 
| tality j join FOLEY »ham ; in celebrati ing the 


honours of Jeſus, their Lord and ours: 


To him be every tongue devoted, and let 
every creature for ever EY him. A 


MEN... 
: | 


; XXIV. 2 fr pardon and . 
q 1c. 
S Pimoral ſprin pring. of life, the: fourtaicr 
I of all exiſtence, the firſt and laſt, 
dit hout beginning of days, or end of years ; 
before the. heavens; were created thou 
|  waſt, and ſhalt remain.unchang'd while 
* they wax old and, decay. Thou art 
* tel bleſs' d. in thyſelf; thy glo- 
. — 6] of no addition; . the,,praiſes 
FK angels cannot | heighten thy happi- 
B nels, nor. che blaf — of hell di- 
miniſh it. Thou 3 do every xhing, 
4 thy pawer: finds . no. obſtacle. Thou 
ade benden and carth, the ſea and the 
= ſpuntans of- watel; tbou doſt according to 
= by avill-in the-armies of heaven, and a- 
BD the inhabitants. of the. earth; . tRow 
A boldef the waters- in ibe hollow. of thy il 
= hand, and-meaſureft- out the heavens with | 
= a/pan- thou 3 of: the duſt of the ll - 
= wand in 4 e, "an 0 . the = 


by 4. £-% 
* # ji + - 
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mountains in * feales,. and this bills in a ba. 


lance : thou' coveręſt thyſelf with light, ar 


_ with a garment, and art furrounded with 
inscgelble 11 plendour: : thou art glorious 


in holineſs, fearful in praiſes ; the heavens 


are not clean in thy fight, but thou char- 


geſt thine angels with folly +  <what then i 


man, s has driuls tn iniquiiy like' water 7 
What it man, that thou art © mindful” of 
bim; or the- un F man, - that. then de 
thus! wiſhd bim? Tis becaufe thou art 
good, chr mercy endiiretſi for ever 


merey is thy prevailing attribute. Tau 
art compa ionate, and- influtely- . 


0 bericks 6 ee che pace of In | 
the Le yo of dene 


cy 808 3 Pere NIE! : xs or 


Therefore, with che- loweſt re 
and moſt humble grati 14 


proſtekes Myſelf befbre3 thee, oo 4 


A my greatoſt Honour, act 
dete OP ts Apr 


and bre, 7 — e 


dach che Bord? 


| I. now os _ 8 that good 
neſs and forbearance by my fins which [ 
am now addreſſing my elk to. I have 
forfeited the very 1 Laſk, and de- 
ſpiſe thoſe ſacred privileges which I am | 
fore d to plead : I can uſe ſcarce: any 
motive, 3 what would carry in it my 
own condemnation. Shall I implore thy 
"mercy by the. gracious terms of the new 
covenant, ſeal d by the. bloed of thy e- 
Ss ternal Son? ? Alas!-thatigracious covenant. 
|  Ihaveviolated, and profaned its-ſacred. 
| ſeals? I have finn'd againſt-the cleareſt 
light, and the tendereſt — of love: 
I have: not only breken. my obligations. 
do thee-as my Creator; but the ſtronger: 
= engagements of thy adoption, even the 
* glorious privilege of being admitted in- 
Ss to thy family, and numbered ANOBE the. 
of God. 
x But till thoſe yorn.curmſiances: that 
aggravate my guilt, exalt thy mercy : 
Hexe the freanels and magnificence of 
dy grace will diſplay keel here thou, 
wilt anſwer the iger title of a fa- 
che in its tendereſt extent; I. have no. 
fans too: great for infinite clemency to 
pardon. Thou art God, and not man; 
* + Ge: heavens 4 are high —_— chez, 


N 


wor rant . 95: 


carth, lo gh are thy ways of compaſ- 
9 Sale all human methods, 
5 dare not ſet bounds to thy goodneſs, 
nor affirm that thus far, und no farther, 
divine patience extends. Thou haſt par- 


doned and reſtored me to thy favour 
too often for me how to deſpair: my 


penitent ſighs were never rejected, nor 
my humble requeft unanſwered: I have 
always found the heavens open, and the 
throne of God acceſſible, through the 
blood of a Redeemer. By his agony and 
bloody fweat, by his croſs and paſſion, 


by his painful death and glorious reſur- 


rection, 1 implore thy pardon: he has 
made a full atonement, and divine juſ- 
tice will demand no farther ſatisfaction. 
To him give all the prophets witneſs, that 
thro his name, whoſoever beheves in his 
name ſhall recerve remiſſion of fin. 
O bleſſed Je/as! the hope of the Gen- 
tiles, the ſalvation of the ends of tlie 
carth; the great Meſſiah, the promiſed” 
Saviour, who doſt anſwer hoſes glorious: 
titles in their utmoſt ſignification; to 
thee, my certain, my experienc'd refuge, 


1 fly: O Son of God, hear me; O Lam 


of God, Who takeſt away the ſins of thei AY 
WO . have mercy upon me. , 


Donat Expnciees XXIV. 


. 1 Spirit, che promiſed Com- 
- forter, come with all thy facred's 8 
tions: come, and be as dew to the. ardop- | 


ing flowers, as 8 Thy the parched; round : 
Oh! come with he: reviving light, apt 
diſpel : the d arkneſs that beclouds m 
ſoul: break * ike, e ſun after a — 
lancholy nig ht; ; one Beam of thine would 
melt this frozen, this obdurate heart, and 
| Kindle in my ſoul the ſpark of holy love; ; 
WM breathe upon my cold affections, an 
| raiſe them to a ſacred fame. 
Searcller of hearts, from be: no- 
thing is conceal d, whoſe penetrating eyes. 
= fad out ypocrify: in its darkeſt di 
chou knoweſt the deſires of my ſoul, : 
art my impartial witneſs, PE not 
here for. the riches and honours of the 
world; chat I am not proſtrate before 
| thee for length of days or pleafure; but 
that tis the . of God, and the 
1 righteouſneſs thereof, that I ſeek. Give 
me not my, portion with the rich and 
great, but let me have my humble lot 
= with chy children; let me bear contempt 
and n, and ſuffer reproach with 
the people of God, rather than enjoy . 
pleaſures, of fin, which 1 derte 
ſeaſon. V 


4 


2 
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Thy favour is the end of all my wilb⸗ 
es, the conſtant ſubject of my prayer. 
Oh! thou whoſe ears. are open to the 
wants of all thy creatures, who heareſt 
the young ravens when they cry from 
their neſts to thee, who giveſt the men 
of the world the tranſitory things they 
chuſe, wilt thou deny the deſires hk 
thou thyſelf. doſt inſpire and approve ? 
O let me be fill'd with that righteouſneſs 
which I hunger and thirſt after, and be 
ſatisfied with thy likeneſs. Thou can'ſt 
not be diminiſh'd, whatever perfection 


thou doſt communicate to the creature; 


endleſs liberality could not make thee 
pr. | 

L aſk not privileges above the capacity | 
of my nature, nor aſpire to the perfec- 
tions of angels; I only beg that I may 
reach thoſe heights of holineſs and di- 
vine love, which ſouls inveſted with a 


mortal body like mine, and incumber d. | 


with the ſame human paſſians, have at- 


tained. But in vain I ſtrive to at be, LY 


thoſe. bright examples thou. haſt ſer be- 
fore me ;. without thy aff 7 
endeavours will prove ſacrefolets,;. 5 
knoweſt the fralley of my aa we and 
* 1 difficulties 1 bee; 40: "excoun- 9 
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ter: I have not only the allurements of 
che world, but all the ſtratagems of hell 
do engage with. and a treacherous heart 
* within, ready, on all occaſions, to betray 
me into fin and endleſs perdition: : Olet 
my impotence and danger awaken thy 
1 compaſſion. 
Remember thy former benignity, O 
. Lord, and let Nes engage thee to grant 
me new ſupplies of that grace, by 
which alone I ſhall prove victorious. 
= Thy bounty to any of the works of thy 
lands muſt always flow from the good- 
3 neſs of thy own nature; for what crea- 
ture can pretend to merit any thing 
from thee? I would urge nothing but 
1 thy own infinite mercy, when I intreat 
2D . not to let me periſh after the won- 
derful things thou haſt done for my 
AIdul: After all the pledges thou haſt gi- 
ven me of thy love, let not my follies 
* Fr ava thee to forfake me; but re- 
4 . thy covenant, and its gracious 
articles, and act according to thy own 
5 15 ineffable benignity, which has been the 
B glorious. motive.of every favour x oe 
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i 1 Bleſs a bas 1 times the happy 7 


ny? what's all that mortals call charming 


nity, - 
ven=born Og” and taſte the EP. of > 1 


— 


of the maar. £96 ff 


- ving mercy. 


when firſt a beam of heavenly light 


broke in on my ſoul; when the day-ſtar 
from on high viſited me, and the celeſti- 
al light began to dawn. I welcom d its 


chearful luſtre, and felt the ſacred in- I 


fluence; the flames of holy love awoke, 1 


and holy joys were kindled. 
The earth and all its pageantry qiſap- i 
peared like clouds before. the morning- 2 


ſun: the ſcenes of paradiſe were open ddl, 


---ſeraphic-pleaſures and unutterable de- A 


lights: all hail, I cry'd, you unknown: 3 8 


Joys, you unxperienc'd pie com 
pared to you what's all I have reliſf.d till! 
now? what's earthly beauty and harmo- 


3 


knew no more than the name of happi- 
neſs till now: I have been in a dream 
1 all the days of my folly and va = 4 

ut now-I-awake to the life of hea- | 


and attractive? I never lived till now: * 4 
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z XXVI. 8 a PR the re- 8 


turn of Gop to the Heul. 


HO great and glorious, 3 in- 
viſible and univerſal Being, art thou 
ns nearer to be approach'd? or-do I 
ſearch thee amiſs? Is there a corner of 


the creation unviſited by thee, or any 


place exempt from thy preſence? I trace 
thy footſteps through heaven and 5 


b but 1 cannot overtake thee. 


Ls 


Y * 


Why de I feek thee, if thou art not here? 
- fnd thee not, if thou art every where? 


Tell me, 0 my God, and my all, tell 
me where thou art to be found; for 
hes is che place of my reſt. What ima 
lite good can fuppty thy abſence? 
* of thee, all chat the world could 
offer would be like a jeſt to a dying 
man, and provoke my averſion wy dil . 
. Tis a God chat I ſeek: 


A Y ; ; My wiſhes ſtoop not to a lower aim; 


Thou, thu haſt kindled this icamortal flame, 


| 5 W hich 8 can _ 4 _ 5 5 

33 C3337 7 8 2 
. e $7" adieu to all human hing _ 
4; 25 . 05 God, the BN of 4 my. 
4 3 + 9 5 
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XXVI. 2 1b Hear: e 


wiſhes: Why doſt thou keep back the 
face of thy throne ? Why does the cloud. 
and ſacred darkneſs conceal thee? 2 


Thy voice produc'd the ſeas and ſpheres, 

Bid the waves roll, and planets ſnine; 
But nothing like rhyſelf appears, 

Tho all various works of thine. 


. 0 thou fairer than all the works of 
S thy hands, wilt thou ever hide th yſelk 
fes a creature that loves and ſeeks thee 
with ſo intenſe deſire? I appeal to thee, 
O Lord, are not my breathings a 
thee moſt hearty and unfergned *- Des: 
not my ſoul pant after thee with a fer- 
vour which: cannot be extinguiſhed; and: 


- Kaner y which cannot be. diſguiſed? 22 


4 4 
© 2 


Fe or thee. I pine, and. am for hes undone;. * 
As arooping flowers that want their Parent bun. 


How do my Fairits Lngaifl for thee? * 
No fimiktudes.-can. expreſs che vehe 4 
mence of my deſires .: wealth and: Wory.. 
friends and pleaſure, loſe their names 
compared td. thee. To. follow thee . 
would Icade chem all behind; F Would 
leave the whole creation; ald butt the 
fields and {; parkling ſkies: adieu. Toe: 
the heavens and earth be no are; 3 
"whale: thou endureſt for! 8 1 can want A) 
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e My being itſelf, with: alli its 


; hleſſedneſs, depends entirely on-thee. 


Place me far from the bounds of all 


I | creation, remote from all exiſtence but 
thy own; in that ineffable ſolitude, let 
me be loſt; let me expatiate there for 


ever; let me run the endleſs rounds of 
bliſs but, alas! I flatter myſelf in 
vain, with ſcenes of unattainable 2 
neſs. I will ſearch thee then, where | 
hope thou mayeſt be found. I caſt my 


eyes to the bright regions above, and 5d 


— moſt envy the happy beings that ſee thy 


* 


face unveitd: | fearch "thee in the 


flow ry „ and liſten for the a- 


mong the murmuring ſprings: then, ſi- 
lent and abffractec from human things, 8 
IF ſearch thee in holy contemplation. 
7 *Tiz is all in vain; nor fields, nor floods, 
3 mor clouds, nor ſtars reveal thee. 


Ye happy ſpirits, that meet his ſmiles, 


a and hear his voice, direct a  mournful 


wanderer while I ſeek him whom my 


* Jeu! loves, while I ſigh and complain, 
and caſt my languiſhing eyes to yon- 

der happy manſions; fain would I pe- 
3 netrate the ſtarry pavilions, and Jook 
titre the ſeparating firmament: Oh 
F at en wouldſt vice the closed at 
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45 Fan rend the heavens, and give 
me one glimpſe of thy glory! that thou 
wouldſt diiplay thy beauty, and in the 

| midſt af theſe earthly ſcenes of amuſing 


vanity, gire me one moment 8 interval 
N abs 1 1 bleſſedneſs. 2 
One look. of mercy from thy eye, 
One whiſper of thy voice, 
Excecd a whole eternity 
Employ'd | in caraul j joys £ f 
Could I the ſpacious earth command, 
Or the more boundleſs ſea, s, + 
For one dear hour at thy eee, — 
VVV | 5 


T7 things were Put inte-juft bes. 
and computed -aright, for the firſt mo- 
ment of this ſatisfaction, Iam ready on 
ſay, the whole creation would be' cheap» 
ly loſt: how gladly would 1 reſign alf er, 1 

by ſuch a bliſs! Adieu to human things 

let me find my God, the end a de 
wifhes: tis he whom I ſeek, tis he a. 
bone can ſatisfy my infinite Georg, Ob * 

hy doſt thou . long 


x 
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Let me invoke thee by every gracious 
” ode. my God, and the God of my fa- 
thers: from one generation to another 
thou haſt been our dwelling-place; the 
claim has deſcended. from age to age; 
thy covenant has been eſtabliſhed with 
us, and thy faithfulneſs remains unble- 
miſh'd. Oh! forget not thy covenant, - 
forget not the bleſſings entail'd on me; 
forget not the prayers and tears by which 
my pious anceſtors have engaged thy 
| mercy for me; forget not their vows and 
3 em dedication of me to thee: Ohr 
recal thy ancient favours, and renew thy 
former mercy to a family, which has 
been thine in a fucceſſion of ages. 
Let me invoke thee now by a nearer 
= propriety: my covenant God, my father, 
E and my friend! if by all thoſe tender 
* names 1 have ever known thee, forget 
me not. By thoſe ſacred engagements, 
|, 0 Lord, J intreat thy return. If all thy 
paſt favours were 3 if all was waking 
bliſs, and not a gay deluſion, O'reſtore 
3 N heaven again. Life of my foul, 
light of my eyes, return: come, and 
bring all thy 1 conſolations; once 
again let me experience thoſe holy Joys: 


1 EST preſence imparts.z once . 
1 


” 4 11 ART. * 
E * 7 
* AY \ 


1 las me 8 thy voice, and once again 9 
be left Wich thy e, cn 
Ry Oh! Pear, and | tomy jongine eyes W | 


| Reſtore thy wonted light; | I 
| And ſuddenly, or I ſhall ſlee nn 


In e CLE BE, 4 3 


1 Saviour, i in tber bebold the 54 
face of. God as a recanciled Father; and 
daoſt thou withdraw thyſelf? O how wel. 

come will thy returns be? how like the 
breakings of immortal day will thy pre- 
ſence cheer me: how dearly ſhall I priz:e 
h mY happineſs? how fearful ſhall I bh af 3 

every thin that would offend thee? how 
_ joyful in the bleſſed diſcovery and poſ> } 
Wen of Hat love ? Td 5 vo. my 3 « 


5 ra carve thy 3 on the . 
And every wounded tree Re. 
x Shall Aroop, and der fome myſtic mark | 
That Juavs u bY "4 
The Twains ſhall Won when they —. e 3 
4 - Infcrib'd on all the grove, e og ö tac 
That heaven itſelf reg bled © 


To wn «mana dove. 3 5 7 
5 5 


h But why do 1 Pt UF with 0 
ae ſeenes? 1 find oy abſent fill: Þ 
SEE UI ns. 4 1 mourn -M 


* Ls — 
3 


I mourn and complain as one unpitied J 


what is life while thou art abſent? Oh 
return and bleſs me with thy preſence, 


F . JON art the witneſs. of my midnight 


* ſighs, and doſt hear when at the dawn- 
ing day J call thee ; but ſtill thou an- 


ſwereſt not, and ſeemeſt deaf to my 


| ? wretch ; bur vile as I am, thou haſt, in 
E thy immenſe compaſſion, brought me 


** and 1 am his. 


| Hei is my n. tho' he refuſe to mine; 
Tho for a moment he depart, 
I dwell for ever on his heart, 

kor ever he on mine. 


ng can break che facred union ; 


but for this beam of hope I were loſt in 
eternal darkneſs. Why art thou diſquiet- 


3 within me? Hope in God, for I fhall yet 
praiſe him for the light of: his countenance, 
# 1. ſhall yet ts his return, 1 hall 


„ Lat favourable ſmiles. | 
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thou who knoweſt my diſtreſs, and art 
acquainted with my. * cares. Thou 


prayers.” I am, tis true, a worthleſs 


; into covenant with thee: My beloved i * 


. for this confidence I were undone ; ; 


ed, O my ſoul, and why art thou caſt down 


yet hear his charming voice, and meet. 


" ©; a R 


i 
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3 But why, O my God, this long ſaſ- 
' pence? Why do hat intervals of night 
and ke abide upon me, and tor- 
ment my heart ſo long? Wilt thou deny | 
a bliſs ſo eaſily granted? I aſk no more 
than is lawful 12 mortality to with: FT 
aſk not the viſions of angels here be- 
low, nor the beatitudes of perfected ſpi- 
rits ; I aſk but what thou haſt bid me 
ſeek, and given me hopes to obtain: I 
aſk that ſacred fellowſhip, that ineffable 
communion with which thou favoureſt. 
thy ſaints. 5 
Ohl! let me hone thoſe heavenly whiſ- 
pers that give them the foretaſtes of im- 
mortal pleaſures: Let me be ſenſible of : 
thoſe divine approaches: that kindle ce- 5 
leſtial ardour in their ſouls: Let me meet 
thoſe beams that darken all mortal bea bo 
RE Let me enjoy, at this earthly diſtance, 
oſe ſmiles that are the bliſs of angel 
in heaven: Tho' tis but darkly, and 
afar off, yet let me feel their influence; 75 4 
"twill brighten the paſſage of life, it will 
direct me thro” its mazes, and, gild its 
rough and gloomy paths: twill raiſe 
the Hames of ſacred love, it will waken f 
tlie divine principle within me, and ſet 1 4 :4 
WES / glowing” eo” al Ts 8 8 5 


— 


3 


fe. 755 


8 | 8 eee XXVII. 


| ſhall abandon, I ſhall forget the vani- 
ties below, and the glories of the world. 
will. be no more. But while thou, O my 
God, hideſt thy face, I loſe my ſun, 1 
languiſh. and a Yet to thee I will lift 
up my eyes, to thee L lift up my foul. 


Come, Lord; and never from me go, 
This world's a darkſome place: 

I find no pleaſure here below. 

When thou. doſt veil YT _ | 


XXVI n. Breathing after Gop, and weary 
- of the world: 


— 


- 12 18 no mean bert the ground 

14 That has atlur'd my eyes: y 
MF 8 a nobler wound, ; 

2 285 love below · the. ſæies. 


l 3 can reach che heights. of love. 

= gratitude, let me pour out the ſecret 

- ardour of my ſoul; O let it not offend | 

3 } _ thy wee that duſt. and vanity, a- | 
dores and loves thee. H thou hadſt 827 : 

ven me other capacities, and formd 

any. thing more ſuitable to my wiſhes, 1 

might Have found a lower 1 ; 

and been content with ſomething: below. 
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tion affords nothing to Latisfy: me, 2 = 
I follow thee by a divine in ne” and _ 
mere neceſſity of nature F 
My. life is uſeleſs, and MY being in- 
ſignificant without thee: my reaſon. has 
no proper employment; love the nobleft 
paſſion of my ſoul, has no object to an- 
ſwer its dignity. I am reduced to abſo- 
lute poverty; my nature is entirely ruin- 
ed; Jam loſt, eternally loſt, undone, and 
| abandoned to deſpair, if Lam deprived 
of thee. There" can be no reparation _] 
made for an infinite” leſs; nothing can 71 
be inſtead of Ged to my ſoul. | * Y 
I have willingly renounced” all Wings 3 
3 elſe for kxhy ſake: all the ſentiments 8k 
tenderneſs and delight that my foul erer 
feels for any earthly object, is mere in- 
difference, compared to my love for theez, | 
and it grews inte hatred when that 6b= 4 
jet ſtands as thy rival or competitor. 
This is the conquering, the ſuperior flame 
that dravrs in and ſwallows up all che 
other ardours of my nature. My en- 
gagements with all terreſtial ng, > are . 
lemon be 2 names of ar OLE „ 


ne MN = * ; confidence nor joy, and a are mers = 
V dagen, 


„ WP nb ry» * 
1 


ne e e XXVII. 


iuſignificant names, but as thou doſt give 
5 5 5 emphaſis; they are nothing at 


all without thee; and with thee, what 


|. ipfinite good. can be e an addition? 
ft 4 = hi foul cal Hold no > more, for God is all, 


He only *equals 1ts capacious graſp, A 
He 47 over ts to {paces road 5 


Thou art my God, and L - RP enou * j 


my ſoul is ſatisfiedl. 1 am. entirely at 
reſt, Divide the vain, the periſhing cre- 


ation, to the miſerable. wretches that aſk 
no other portion; let them unenvied poſ- 
ſeſs the honours, and riches, and plea- 


ſures of the world, with a laviſh hand 
divide them away: theſe things are but 


as the duſt of the balance to the happy 
ſoul that knows what the light of thy 
countenance imports, After that there 


Z can be no reliſh lalt in the mo 1 N 


of mortality, 


"Loſt in the hi gh enjoymidars of thy. love, 85 
What ow” mortal could my envy move ? 


og mehl delectations of. ene 


Fo ang let me have no ſentiment of -plea- 
We? ſure left but for you. My God reveal» 


| BW: ing his . and his e in ns 
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5 Chri his Son, is fuffeient for = eter- 
nal entertainment. 
What if all former r of vilible 
_ things were wiped from my ſoul? what 
if I had no imagination, no memory, no 
traces left of any thing but the joys I 
have found in thy preſence, and the aſ- 
ſurances of thy everlaſting favour? Thoſe 
are the only paſt moments I recal with 
pleaſure, Ad 6 oh! let all the vaſt eterni- 
ty before me be 19 Pn in theſe ſatisfac⸗ 
tions. | 
Vaniſh, yettrreſtria] Sense fly away, 
ye vam obj Ss. of ſenſe! I reſign all 
thoſe poor and limited faculties byß 
_ you are enjoy ba let me be inſen 
ble to all impreſſions, if do 
not lead ns ny God. Let e Ma 
again, and the Gate face of nature be- 
come an univerſal blank: let her glowing 
beauties all fade away, and .thofe divine 


characters ſhe wears be effaced, I ſhalt 4 


yet be happy; the God of nature, and 7 
the original of all beauty is my Gd. 

What if the ſun were extinguiſhed 15 A 
the ſkies, and all the etherial lamps hal 


burnt out their golden flames, I ſhalt I 


dell in light and immertal day, for my 
God will be ever with me. When the 


=: K 2 . ' , *. groves Þ 


n * A PET'S, 2 
* 8 TE da a 
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groves ſhall no more renew their verdure, 
nor the fields and vallies boaſt any long- 


er their flow'ry, pride; when all theſe 
lower heavens, and this earth, are min- 
gled i in univerſal ruin, and theſe mate 
rial images of things are more; I ſhall 
ſee new regions of beauty and pleaſure 
for ever opening themſelves in the divine 
elſes ence, with al their original glories... 

But oh! how various, how boundleſs, 

bow tranſporting will che proſpect be? 
Oh! whey ſhall I bid adieu to phantoms 
and, deluſions, . and converſe with eter- 
| nal realities? when ſhall L drink at * 
fuountain-head of e life and bleſ⸗ 
f ſedneſs? o „„ LET 
Z ——— "Ana e 
4 50 WE But aſk not of the tongues of men, 8 
For angels cannot tell. Let it ſuffice, FT 


e Thyfelf, my ſoul, ſhall feel wats Meng. Joys, © 
| And hold them faſt for ever.“ . BY 


Oh break my fetters, for 1 th be 
gone. Bring my ſoul out of priſon ; Iam 
ſtraitn d; the whole creation is too nar- 
: row for me; I ſicken at this confinement, 
and groan and pant for liberty. How 
Tweet are the thaughts of enlargement 2 
My ſoul is already on the wing, and prac- 
riſes e Nad Lſcem to reach the 
heaven 
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| heaven 1 1 God himſt Elf re- 
ſides. It is good for me. to be here. 


e ah! | how ſoon. tha clands of mortal; ſenſe: 
Ariſe, and veil the ng Aves viſion? 3 


Aus! what do E here in this. waſte 
and d dreadful wilderneſs, this diſmal re- 
gion, — our delights are vaniſhing, 
and the very glimpſes of future felicity 


ve enjoy are ſo ſoon overſhaded and ſur- 


rounded with real horrors? Alas! what 
do I here, waſting. that breath in ſighs. 
and endleſs complaints, that was. given. 
me to bleſs and praiſe the infinite Crea— 
tor? Alas! what do I here, among ſtran- 
gers and enemies, in this wild unhoſpi- 
table place, far from my home, and alk * 
the objects of my ſolid del delight. 17 891 


My wiſhes, hopes, my pleafures, and my Me: "agg 
_ My Shoughts, and nobleſt paſhons are above;. 


What do I here in the in of. 
death and ſin, in the precincts and range 
ef the powers of darkneſs? Here they 
lay their toils, and ſet their fatal. e | 
but; Lord, what part have they in me 
| | have bid defiance: to the powers 4 
2 in thy ſtrength, and renounced 

har in dhe ee the bane 1 | 
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am 2 ſubjecr of anothen king and 
dare not enter into. anyiterms: of peace 
and amity with the, irreconcileable ad- 
verſaries of, God. and my ſoul, which 
inhabit theſe treacherous and ſinful re- 
gions. The y ienaſbip. of this world is 
enmi!y. with God. Death and deſtruction 
are in its ſmiles; Lſtand on my guard, 
and am every moment in danger of 
furpriſe: oh! when will ny deliverance 


come from on high? 8 1 


AR . When, my ſoul; 
O wher ſhall 'thy relcafe from cumb'rous fen 
- Paſs the great ſeal of: heaven? What happy hour 
Shall give thy eee a looſę to ſoar and trace. 
The intellectual world? 4 


: — 


What glorious Wente ſhall open whn 
once this mortal partition falls, when 
theſe walls of clay. ſhall totter and fink 
down into duſt? Yor waters of life, ye 
3 torrents of immortal pleaſure, how im- 
petuouſly will ye tken roll in upen me, 
3 md ſwell and fill up all the capacities of 
3 - Joy in- my nature? Every faculty ſhall 
then be fill'd, and every with Kalk end 
in unutterable fruition. When J. awake 
into immortal light, La be . 
Dub thy likeneſs. > Theſe expre 1 
fs hag die. ie 'ererlaſting r: 


* 


hope and ann man will 


be no more; but preſent, complete, and 


Prager r ſatisfactions will ſurround 


My God, my God himſelf ſhall be 
5 der infinite, my unutterable joy: all the 
avenues of pleaſure ſhall be open before 
me, the ſcenes of beauty and proſpects 
of deli ght. Everlaſting joy ſhall be upon 


my head, and ſorrow _ Ju ig bing foals fy = 


away for ever. 100 1 51 
There will be no more n of 


grief and ſin; ſin, that inſupportable e- 


vil, that worſt, that heavieſt burden: 
5 here the painful and deadly preſſure lies: 


it 1s this that hangs as a 3 on all 


my joys : But, thanks be to my God, I 


can ſay, I fincerely deteſt. and hate chis 


vileſt of flaveries, Win curſed bondage * x: 


corruption; I long for 057 glorious liber- 
tie of the ſons, of God; | groan under 


18. m of res this. burden. af — 


den 

ned li ee . at 5 
obtain glory and immortalir , 
my Redeemer's: righteouſneſs. 1 
me through thy word f truths 3 


this er of wy. en a. Advocate. 
* tg: 31 al zei 5d odr een 
. 2 4. 
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þ O Lord God, great and holy, all- ſuf⸗ 
2 ficient, and full of grace, if thou 
fhouldſt bid me form a -with, and take 
whatſoever in heaven ox earth L had to- 

8 aſk, it ſhould not be the kingdoms of 
| this world, nor the crowns. of princes ;. 

= no, nor ſhould-ir be the wreaths of mar- 
tyrs, nor the thrones of archangels: My 

1 5 re ueſt is. to be made holy; this is. 

eſt concern. Rectify t diſor- 

B dew an bas made in my ſoul, and renew 
thy image there; let me be ſatisfied. with 
thy Vkeneſs. Thou has compaſs d my 

| paths with mercy in all other reſpects, 
and I am diſcontented with nothing but 
my on heart; becauſe it is for Unlike 

che image of thy holineſs, and ; unfit: 
bor thy immediate preſence. 3:5? 
Perle me to be importunate Bere, O 
pieſled God, and grant the importunity 
of my wiſhes; let me be favour'd with. 
anſwer, fer I am 


a gracious and ſpeedy 
dying ſhlle Jam peaking: the very 
breath with which I am calling upon 


hee, is carrying away a part of my life: 
is tongue that is new invoking theez 
| 1 uſt 18 be filent! in the 3 theſe: 


>. i 
£ y 


— 


8 $5 3 
: 7 91 - 
* * * — 


knees chat are bent to pay thee home ge, 
and theſe hands that are now lifted to- 
the moſt high God for mercy, muſt 


ſhortly be mouldering to their original 


_ duſt: theſe eyes. will ſoon be clos'd in 


death, which are now looking up to thy 


| throne for a bleſſing. Oh! prevent the 
flying hours with thy mercy, and let thy 

_ favour outſtrip the haſty moments. 
Thou art unchang'd, while rolling 
ages paſs along; but I am decaying with 


XVXVIII. "fs Heart 1 


every breath I draw: my whole allotted- | 


time to prepare for heaven is but a point, 
compar'd with thy infinite duration. 
The 1 3 and vanity of my preſent. 
being, and the importance of my eter- 
nal concerns, join together to demand 


my utmoſt ſolicitude, and give wings 
to my warmeſt wiſhes. Before I can utter; ſ 


all my preſent defires, the haſty oppor=. 


tunity Perhaps is gone, the N mi- 


nute vaniſh'd,..and the ſeaſon of 


Oh! God of. ages, hear me f. peedily, 4 
and. grant my. requeſt while Lam yet 


 .».4 
N. 
by, 


| has taken its everlaſting flight. A 'H 855 * 21 3 


\ 
* 


bin 3 my. frail exiſtence will admit 4 


of no delay; anſwer me according to 
Is the tho rtneis of my duration, and the, 3 
1 e 1 8 circumſtances, My bu- 

b _ lineſs, 


RE. 


* n * 
— 
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E limited to ths ee Now, . N ö 
ſing moment; for all the Powers on 
earth cannot promiſe me the next. 

Let not my preſſing importunity there- 
fore offend thee ; my happineſs, my e- 
verlaſting happineſs, my whole being i 15 
concerned in my ſucceſs: as much as 
the enjoyment of God- himſelf 3 IS worth, 
18 at ſtake. 

Thou Woweſt, 0 Edi ie quali- 
Kentions will fit me to behold thee; thou 
noveft in what 1 am defective; thou 
oanſt prepare my ſoul in an inſtant, to 
enter into thy holy habitation: I breathe 
now, but the next moment may be 
death; let not chat fatal moment come 
before I am prepared. The ſame crea- 
ting voice that ſaid, Let there be light, 
and there was light, can, in the ſame 
manner, purify and adorn my foul, and 
make me fit for thy own preſence; and 
- my ſoul longs to be thus purified and 
adorned.” O Lord, delay not, for every 
moment's interval is a loſs to me, and 
may be a loſs unſpeakable and 1 unrepair- 
able. Thy delay cannot be the leaſt ad- 
vantage to thee; thy power and thy 
= temen . are as full this — inſtant = 
_ 8 189 | AS -- be 
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; as-they will: be the next, and my time as 
Heeting, and my wants as preſſing. 
Remember, O eternal Ged, my loſt 


will never return, my neglected oppor- 
tunities can never be recall'd; to me they 
are gone for ever, and cannot be unpro- 
ved; but thou canft change my ſinful 
| ſoul into holineſs, by a word, and ſet 
me now in the way, to everlaſting 3 im- 
l 1 

O let not the Spirit of God 1 
itſelf, bat bleſs me according to the ful 
neſs of thy own being, according. to the 
riches of thy grace in Chriſt Jeſus, ac- 
cCording to thy infinite unconcei vable love 
manifeſted in that glorious gift of thy 
beloved Son, wherein the fulneſs of the 
Godhead was contained: it is through 
his merit and mediation I humbly wait 
For all * bender * 4 want 4 


| 1 4 God, 88 the firſt early? bag; 
| "le, and bleſs thee for the * leg) 


it 45 2 
1 4 


time is forever loſt, and my waſted Les oj 


— 
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8 darkneſs, where no ra of the goſpel 
had ever darted its light; where the 


name of a Saviour never had reach d my 
Wears, nor the tranſporting tidings of re- 


= demption from eternal e bi never 
But how ſhall J expreſs my grati- 
tude for chat grace which ordain'd my 
lot in this happy land, one of the iſlands 
of which it was long ſince propheſied, 


they ſhould ſee thy glory, and rruft in thy 
name ? God has enlarged Japhet, even the 


nds of the ſea, and made him to dwell 


in the tents of Shem, 3 in the inheritance of 


; "Abraham. I have my deſcent from the 
= Gentiles, who were once ſtrangers to the 
covenant of race, aliens From the common 


_ *wealth' of Iſrael; but are now brought 


3 nigh by the blood of ſprinkling. Jeſur, 


che great Peace-maker, hath brought 
| | Mw both near to God, and to each other. 


I bleſs thee with all my powers, for 
the privilege of my deſcent from pious 


anceſtors; that thou haſt been their 
dwelling- place from generation to gene- 
Fation, and haſt not faten thy loving 


 kindngh 
4785 to fail.” 


"Thou 


my birth, chat it was not in the lands 


_ TY ww td a A. 


Vom their ed, mor * ee thy 
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Thou haſt extended thy mercy to me, 
che laſt and leaſt of all my fathers 
houſe, unworthy to wipe the Bs of che 
meaneſt of the 1 of my Lord; and 
yet by an abſolute act of goodneſs, I am 
brought into thy family, and number'd 
with the children of God. Even ſo it 
has ſeemed good in thy fight, who art 
gracious to whom thou-wilt be gracious. 
I might have been a veſſel of wrath, a 


trophy to thy juſtice; inſtead of a monu- 


ment of thy mercy; how unſearchable 
thy ways! how uncontroul'd and free! 
thou didſt regard me in my low eſtate, 
in more than my original guilt and mi- 
ſery; for I. 8 improv'd the wretched 
ſtock, and been a voluntary, as well as 
1 natural ſlave to ſin and death. 


9 5 this ignominious ſlavery, thou, 


eat Redeemer, haſt ranſomed me, 
1 rought me into the glorious liber- 
ty of the ſons of God: I was a ſtranger, 
and thou didit take me in; naked, and 
thou haſt cloathed me with the . Sothels 
robes of thy own righteouſneſs: J was 
1 ad give didſt 44D me; * 


. — 
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What am I, O Lord, and what is my 
father's oute that thou haſt dealt thus 
| _ graciouſly with me, in entering into an 
| everlaſting covenant, ſign'd and ſeal'd, 
even ſenſibly ſeal'd to my ſoul by the 
witneſs of thy Spirit? Lord, why me 
rather than many that were companions 
of my early vanities and folly ? whence 
were the motives drawn, but from thy 
ſovereign pleaſure ? how many are paſt 
by, that could have done thee more ſer- 

vice, and returned a warmer acknow- 
f ledgment to thy diſtinguiſhing bounty? 
Te ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
ye ranſom'd nations, triumphant above, 
inſtrut me in the art of celeſtial clo- 
uence; tell me in what ſtrains of ſa- 


cred harmony you expreſs your grati- 
* tude for this glorious redemption, while, 


in exalted raptures, you ſing to him that 
lou d and waſh't you in his ow! blood, and 


made you ung and prigfts to God. 
4 XXX. Apiring fee. the viſe Gon 


in heaven. 


I Beſeech thee, flew 5 me hi 12271 it was 
aà mortal in a ſtate of frailty and im- 


rertection — made this bold, but pi- 
ous 


x. fe Herr: 5 NW 


ous requ eft ; which I repeat on different 


terms: ſince none can fee thy face and 


ve, let me die to behold it. This is 


the only requeſt I have to make, and 


8 this will I ſeek after, that I may behold 


the beauty of the Lord, not as I have 
ſeen it.in thy fadtuare below, but in 


full eech and ſplendour, as thou 


art ſeen by ſeraphs 113 cherubs, by an- 


gels and archangels, SAG: the * ot 
juſt men made perfect. 


O my God, forgive my importunity: 


thou haſt ee me to love thee 
with all my heart, my ſoul, my ſtrength, 


and haſt, by thy Spirit, kindled che ſa- 


cred Ham in my breaſt : from this rifes 
my preſent impatience ; from hence the | 


ardour of my defires ſpring. Can I love 


thee, and be ſatisfied at this diſtance | 
from thee.? Can I love thee; and not long 


to behold thee in perfect excellence and 1 


beauty ? Is it a crime topreſs. forward to 


' the end for which I was created? All my 


wiſhes and my . OE Hagpinels" e 4 
minate in tee ae "4 
t axnreliv pine "for 3 


Does not the this F 


5 ſome refreſhing ſtream? would not the 


rig 


; Weary be at 8. or the wretched cap- 
5 bye. be free? and ſhall not my thirſty } 


KY 8 2 
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weary, captive ſoul long for refreſhment, 
Hberty, and reſt? I am but a ſtranger, 
a, pilgrim here, and have no abiding 
place; this is not my reſt, my home; 
and yet if thou haſt any employment | 
for me, though the meaneſt office in thy 
family, I will not repine at my ſtay, 
But, O Lord, thou haſt no need of 
ſuch worthleſs {ſervice as I can pay thee; 
thy angels are ſpirits, thy miniſters 
flames of fire ; ; thouſands of thouſands 
ſtand before thee, and ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand miniſter unto thee ; 
they attend thy orders, and fly at thy 
command. O deliver me from this bur- 
den of mortality, and I will ſerve thee 
with a zeal as pure and active as theirs. 
I can ſpeak of thy loving-kindneſs to 
the children of men in a very imperfec̃t 
manner; but then I will join with the 
celeſtial quire in praiſing thee, and re- 


| | Hearſe to liſtening angels what thou haſt 


done for my ſon}. Here I have a thou- 
ſand interruptions from the delightful | 
work, x thouſand cold and darkſome in- 
tervals, when my heart and tongue are 
both untun'd; a thouſand neceſſarydiſtrac- 
tions that riſe from the „ of mor- 
3 Wr ; but when theſe intervals of "_ 
- +: 


XXXI. 1 HEART, 1 


and fin ſhall ceaſe, my ſbul ſhall del 
at eaſe, and be for ever glad, and e | 
in thy ſalvation. 5 ache 


XXI. 4 furrendr 17 the foul to Gov. 


"Ommand me what thou wilt, O Lond. 
give me bur ſtrength to obey thee 

be og terms never ſo ſevere, O let us ne- 
ver part. I reſign my will, my liberty, 


my choice to thee ; I ſtand diveſted of A 


8 world, and aſk only thy love as my 
| inheritance. Give, or deny me what 
thou wilt, I leave all the circumſtances 


of my future time in thy hands : let the 1 | | 


Lord guide me continually ; here-I am, 
do with me what ſeemeth good in thy 
tight, only. do not lar, Thou haft no ele. 
n 

Let me not Bee to diſhonour thee, to 
bring a reproach on thy name, to pro- 
fane the blood of the Son of God, anc 
_ grieve the Spirit of grace. 0 rake not 
thy 100 ing-Eindneſs from me, nor ſuffer 1 
thy faithfulneſs to fail. Thou haſt Worm 

by! thy holineſs, a thou wilt not lie to 
the Red” of thy ſervants; -. thou haſt = 
worn that the generation. of. the righ=. 4 
Ky Ld En be 210 weft ne with TY 
4 =; character, 


# 
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ö character, 0 my God, l fulfl this 
„ 28 to a bee e creature. neg: 


* - * 
be; I on: . 


— 


1 xXXXII. Trp and 2 on the 450 wine 
. Prom: l. 5 


* O Let not my importunity ofa thee, 
1 for tis the importunity of faith: 
tis my ſtedfaſt belief in thy word that 
makes me perſiſt: thy word and thy 
oath, the two immutable things in which . 
3 it is impoſſible for” God to lie, give me 
Le. confolation. 

is this that makes me preſs forward 
to thy throne, and with confidence lay 
hold on thy ſtrength, thy wiſdom, and 
thy faithfulneſs, on thy goodneſs and 
L tender compaſlion ; thoſe - glorious, at- 
tributes for ieh the children of men put 
their 15 under the ſhadow of thy wings. 
Fo tory to be the confidence or - 
the end of the earth, and it was long 
fince predicted, That in N name the 
- Gentiles Ye a n 


e pay the wen Kowage, and a 99 I 


5 
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thy infinite attributes * faith and con- 

fidence 1 thee: = 

I know that thou art, nd kid . 
a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 

_ thee, I will never quit my hold of thy 


promiſes, there I fix my hopes: I wilt 1 


not let a title go, nor part with a mite 
of the glorious treaſure. I humbly hope 
I have a rightful claim; thou art my 
God, and the God of my religious an- 
ceſtors, the God of my mother, the God 


of my pious father; dying and breath= _- I 


ing out his ſoul, he gave me to thy care, 
he put me into thy gracious arms, and 


delivered me up to thy protection. "Hs: 


told me, thou wouldſt never leave nor 
forſake me; he triumph'd in thy nn] 
experienc d fa ichfulnels and wah and 


gave his teſtimony f for thee with. his: . 1 1 


teſt breath. 
And now, OLord God of i ary fa 


whoſe mercy has deſcended from _ to. 3 


age, whoſe: truth has remain d unble- 
miſh'd and inviolable, Hcy whoſe love 


I remains without decay, O Lord, the 
faithful God and the true, r N 4 


nant and mercy to a theuſand genera— 
tin let me find that Protection and 
; bene that the W hes ThE 


at 


* * * 8 ” 
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1 9 engag d for me: now in the time 
of my diſtreſs, be a preſent help; and if 
thou e this once deliver me, thou a- 
lone ſhall be my future truſt, my coun- 
ſellor, and ns to thee I will: 1mme- 
| diately apply myſelf, and look on the 
whole force of created nature as inſigni- 
ficant. To thee I will devote all the 
bleſſings thou ſhalt give me, my time, 
my life, my whole of this world's goods; 
whatever ſhare thou ſhalt graciouſly al- 
* lot me, ſhall ſurely be the Lord's. 
Ohl! hearken to the vows of my diſ- 
. tres, and for thy own honour e 85 
i me. from this perplexity, which thou 
knoweſt, and reveal to me the abundance 
of mercy and truth. 
|S "Twas m 33 on i thy promiſe, 
and fidelity that brought me into this 
exigence: I ſtagger'd not at thy promiſes 
thro! unbelief, but boldly ventur'd on 
the credit of thy word : I took it for my 
Hwy, and can the ſtrength of J/ract 
repent ? Canſt thou break 5 covenant, 
and alter the thing that 18 gone out of 
thy mouth? 
0 God o Abraham, at 2 Lac, and 
the; God of Jacob, this it thy name. for 


alas me: this thy e to. * OF. - 
HO; > Fe 


x 
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tions; the God before whom my fathers 
| walked, the God that fed me all my life 
N bill now, and the angel that re- 
deemed me from all evil, bleſs me. Let 
the God of Jacob be my help; let the Al- 
mighty bleſs me; ; the bleſſings of 
my father prevail above the bleſſin 7 bir 
progenitors, to the img bounds f 225 ever 
Lain 8 1 
Bleſs me, according to thy own great- by 
neſs, according to the unſearchable rich- 
es of thy grace in Chriſt Jeſus ; he is the 
ſpring of all my hope, in whom all the 
promiſes of God are Yea, and Amen; 
be is is the true and faithful witneſs, ank 
bas, by his death, ſeal'd the divine vera-᷑̃̃ 
city, and is become ſurety for the ho» |} 
nour and faithfulneſs of the moſt hihak 
_ God. To this alfo the Holy Ghoſt, * 3 
Spirit of truth, bears witneſs, — 
Oh! great Jehovah, Father, Son, a" 9 
HFoly Ghoſt, the Lord God omnipotent, 
hear and grant my requeſt, for the glo- 
ry of thy mighty name, that name 
which ſaints and angels bleſs and love: 
let thy perfections be manifeſt to the 
children of men; let them ſay, there is 
1 God that judgeth in the earth: let 1 
0 then” confeſs thou dot keep IF cove= | 
: 1 
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nant with the ſeed of thy ſervants, that 
45 righteouſneſs is from age to age, and 
thy ſalvation ſhall never be aboliſh'd; 
let them ſee and acknowledge, that inthe 
fear of the Lord is ſtrong confidence, and 
his children have a Pace of 0 = 


: Unſhaken as the facred kill; > 
And firm as mountains be; 
Firm as a rock the ſoul ſhall reſt 
That Fs be Lord, on thee. 92 


Memorandum... | 


” This = of faith in God was s fully 
NNN d, and I. leave my teſtimony, 
chat the. name of the Lord is a ſtrong 
tower, and he knoweth them that, Put 
"wr" 2 in bim. . 


* 


F 4 


XXX. Application to the divine truth. 5 


Erez, intricate and hopeleſs: my 
preſent diſtreſs may be to human 
views, why ſhould I limit the Almighty ? 


or Why ſhould. the Holy One of 3 ; 
limit Eiter Nature and neceſſity ar | 
thine; thou ſpeakeſt the word, and. 1 ; 
Hh comes to pals ; no W can = ; 
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the omnipotence of thy will nor make 
thy deſigns ineffectual. 
Is thy hand at all "OOTY Grice the 
9 Ele period, when thy mighty power, 
and thy ſtreched arm form'd the hea- 
vens 5 earth; when theſe ſpacious 
ſkies were prend at thy command, and 
this heavy globe fix d on its Any pillars? 1 


The ſirong foundations of the earth | 
Of old by thee were laid; 133 
IBF hands the beauteous arch of kan, 1 
With wond'rous * have made. OW 


131 


| And theſe ſhall a Wax old as a garment, 
2 a veſture ſhalt thou change them, and 
hey ſhall be chang d; but ſhouldſt thou,” OY 
like theſe, decay, where: were the 1 2 
of them that confide in thee? If in all 
generations thy perfections were not the 
ſame, what conſolation could the race of. 
men draw from the ancient records of 
thy wonderful works? Why are we told, 
that didfl divide the ſea,. to make a path 
for thy, people through the mighty waters ;- 
that thou didſt rain bread from heaven;. 
and diſſolve the flinty rock in cryſtall 
rills to give thy choſen nation drink N 
3 0% art he that Giſtingu iſhed Wah 
in the univer ſal 1 and e 
the 


* 1 28 


* 


Bn 


or a bleſſing, he wre 
mighty, and prevail d. 
With Jo/eph thou wenteſt down into 
A Egyy t, and didſt deliver him out of all 
his adverſities, till he forgot his ſorrows, 
1 and all the toil of his father's houſe. 
I bou didſt remember thy people in 
: the Egyptian bondage, and look with pi- 
tying ey es on their afflicton; and, after 


4 N * . | as S 7 ed * ; a | hy * * * * * * * _ 
30% * - 5 
132 r ExzR CI 54 XXX, : 


che floating ark amidſt winds, and rains, 

1 and tumultuous billo w. i 
. Twas thy protecting care that led 1 

* country, and brought him Gfely t to the 


Promis d land. 
Thou didſt accompany e in his 


Journey to Padan-aram, and gave him 
bread to eat, and raiment to put on, till 

eatly increas d in ſubſtance: he re- 
houſe, he wreſtled 


turn'd to his father's 
led with the Al- 


! 4 four eee and thirty years, on the 


his native 


very day thou hadſt promis d, didſt re- 

| leaſe and bring them out with triumph 
aud miracles. Thy preſence went with 

= N in a pillar of a cloud 4 _ — 
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chers: nor didſt 1 fail in the leaſt 
circumſtance of all the good ae chan 
hadſt promiſed. 

What a cloud of eres ſtand on 
record? Joſbua and Gideon, Fephtha and 
Sampſon, who , throu gh faith, obtained 
Promiſes. TT 

Thou didſt command the. ravens to 
feed thy holy prophet ; and, at the word 
of a prophet, didſt ſuſtain the widow 8 

: family with a handful of meal. 

Thou didſt walk with the three He- 
1 in the fiery furnace: thou waſt 
preſent with Damel in the lions den to 
| deliver him, becauſe he truſted in thee. 

In what inſtance has the prayer of 
faith been rejected? Where were the 
righteous rde ? Who can charge 
God, without charging him fooliſhly: 
What injuſtice has been found in <= 
Judge of all the earth? His glorious 
titles have ſtood. unblemiſh'd from ge- 
neration to generation; nor can any f 
his perfections decay, or rolling years I 

make a change on the Antient of ha — 

Are not his words clear and diſtinct, 
l a double meaning, or the leaſt 
deceit ? Are they not ſuch as may 4h I 
17 5 my „ ſuch at would e. 4 
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tisfy me from the mouth of man, in- 
conſtant man, whoſe breath is in his 
noſtrils, and his foundation in the duſt, 
unſtable as water, and ben AS A ſha- 
dow: And can I fi flowly aſſent to the 
words of the Moſt High? Shall I truſt 
impotent man, that has neither wiſdom 
nor might to accompliſh his deſigns, that 
cannot call the next breath or motion 
his own, nor Promiſe himſelf a moment 
in all futurity? Can I reſt on theſe 
Feeble props, and yet tremble and de- 
ſpond when I have the veracity of the 
eternal God to ſecure and ſupport me? 
I know he will not break his cove- 
nant, nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail: 
I dare atteſt it in the face of earth'and 
Hell, I dare ſtake my all for time and e- 
ternity on this glorious truth, a truth 
which hell cannot blemiſh, nor all its 
malice contradia, | | 
ert yourſelves, ye powers of dark- 
"neſs; bring in your evidence, collect your 
inſtances, begin from the firſt genera- 
tions ſince the world was peopled, and 
men began to call on che name of the 
Lord. When did they call in vain? 
When did the Holy Gne of 1frael fail 
the 1 of ay humble and con- 
. trite 
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trite ſpirit ! Point out, in your blackeſt. 


characters, the diſmal period, when the 


name of the Lord was no more a refuge 


to them that truſted in him? Let the an- 


nals of hell be produc'd, let them mark 
the dreadful day, and diſtinguiſh it 


| with eternal triumphs. 


In vain you ſearch ; for neither hea- 


ven, nor earth, nor hell, have ever been 


witneſs to the leaſt FR HORA from truth 


or juſtice: The Almighty ſhines with 


unblemiſh'd glory, to the confuſion of 


hell, and the conſolation of. thoſe Foe 15 6 


put their truſt in him. ©: , 


On thy eternal truth and W 1 . * ] 


tirely caſt myſelf, If I am deceivd, I 
am deceiv'd: Angels and archangels are 
deluded too; hey: hke-me, have no de- 


pendence beyond the divind: veracity for 
their bleſſedneſs and immortality ; they 


hang all their hopes on his goodneſs and 
immutability; if that fails, the celeſtial. 


paradiſe vaniſhes, and all its glories are 


extinct ; the golden palaces ſink, and the 


ferap . thrones muſt totter 8 fall. 


Where are your AR, ye ſpirits elect? 
Where are your ſon + and your tri- 


.umphs, if the truth o God c can fail? A 
mere N of that would darken 
5 2 . 5 the — 
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che fields of light, and turn the voice of 5 
melody into grief and lamentation. * _ 
What pangs would riſe, even through 
all the regions of bleſſedneſs, what Aff 
dence and fear would fhake the heart of 
every inhabitant, what agonies ſurprize 
them all, could the word of the moſt 
high God be cancell'd? The pillars of 
heaven might then tremble, and the e- 
verlaſting mountains bow, the celeſtial 
foundations might be mov'd from their 
place, and that nobleſt ſtructure of the 
| hands of God be chaes, and eternal emp- 
| But for ever juſt and true are re thy ways, 
5 this King of ſamts; bleſſed are all they 
that put their truſt in thee; for thou art 
x certain refuge n reſs 
and under the ſhadow of th Ty 
wall rejoice. My oul ſhall the be ber Rf | 
in the Lord, and Faro ny in his ſalvation: © 
I call'd on him in my difireſs, and be hls 
| deliverd me 2801 all my fears Wet aac 
1 yah. _s | | | 15 
F 
N My fond defires recall; 


1 . my mortal el p. N 
1008 W God wy n. 
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* sus, ond bis Blood. 


hy 


ET me give Mos to God Beides T 
die, and take ſhame and confuſion 


-Þ myſelf. I aſcribe my ſalvation to the 


free and abſclute goodneſs. of God; not 


by the ſtrength of reaſon, or any natu- 


ral inclination to virtue, but by the grace 


of God I am what I am. 8 my Re- 
deemer, be the victory, be the glory 


thine. I ex pect eternal life and happi- 


neſs from he not as a debt, but a free 


gift, a promiſed act of bounty. Ho-] 


poor would my expectations be, if I on 


1 look to be rewarded according. to 


oſe works which my own vanity, or 
the partiality of others, have called good, 


and which, if examin'd by the divine 


purity, would prove but ſpecious ſins? 4 


A As fuch T renounce them: pardon then, | 


3 gracious. Lord, and La 


8 no more; nor 


can hope for that, but thr o the arif 4 
faction which hath been ance UPS 4 
juſtice for the ſins of the world. ö 
O Jesvs, my Saviour, what arches 
ny dwells in thy name! celeſtial J. 
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„ A thouſand I bleſ'd Arabias dwell; ; 


18 7 A thisn name to * gold- 
en harps ; let the redeemed of the Lord: 
on: ever magnify i Mun 
_-. O:my prepitious 8 his] were: 
my hopes hut for thee? How. deſperate, : 

how undene were: my. circumſtances ? 55 
look on mxſelfe in. every view I can coy 
Z with horror and contempt.. I was: born: 
in a ſtate of miſery and fin, and in my 
| "beſt eſtate am altogether: vanity. With 
3 YZ the utmoſt. advantages: L can. boaſt, I 
. rrink back, E tremble to appear before: 
unblemiſh d. Majeſty.. O . in whoſe 
name the Gentiles truſt, be my refuge in 
that awful hour. To thee I come, my 
A wy confidence: and hope. Let the 
1 | ; hipod.of fe ing, let the ſeal of the 


hy! ee. be on me. Cleanſe me from 
my original ain; and my contracted 
ier, and adorn me with the robes: 
4 of thy righteouſpeſs, by which alone I 
. _-expect te ſtand Welti! beben infinite; 


* 


— , N * 


the HE A R N. - | L 


| | 2 O enter not into: judgment ; with me; 
, For the beſt g af my life cannot 
hear thy ſcrutiny; ſome {ſecret blemiſh 


F and irreverence; my to. man 
with pride and oſtentation. Some la- 
tent defect has attended my beſt actions, 
and thoſe. very things which, \Perhaps,, | 
have, been. highly elteem'd by men, have 
deſerv d contempt in the. fight of God. 


When I ſurvey e eros 


. 5 8 46 On which the Prince of glory dy d z * 0 45 1 
T My richeſt gain I count my loſs, . 1855 5 <5 
e And Pour contempt on all my prides. 5 


„ Ferbialt, Lord, that I-ſhould be, EN 
| « Save in the croſs of Chriſt, my God: 4 
2 2 © All the vain thin gs £ that r charm: me e mall, 55 £ — 
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1 from numerous experiences, aſſert his. 
E faithfulneſs, and witneſs to the certainty 
of his promiſes. . The word of the Lord | 
F is try d, and he is a zue tler o all ib that 
3 Poe their truft in a 
O come, all you that fear the Fry Joy 8 
Iwill tell you nber he has done for my 
Far, FT will aſcribe righteouſneſs to my 
Maker, and leave my record for a peo- 
ple yet unborn, that the generation to 
4 che may riſe up and praiſe him. 
Into whatever diſtreſs his. wiſe pro- 
vidence has brought me, I have called 
on the Lord, and he heard me, and de- 
hvered me Shs all my fears; I truſted: 
in God, and he faved me. Oh! let my 
experience ſtand a witneſs. to them that 
hope in his mercy ; let it be cor che Lord 
* for 2 praiſe and a glory. 
I ʒ know not where to begin che 188390 
* of thy numerous favours. Thou haſt 
| hid me in the ſecret of thy pavilion, 
from the pride of man, and from the 
ſtrife of tongues, when, by a thouſand 
” Follies, I have merited reproach: thou 
haſt graciouſly fi rotected me, when che 
vanity of my e or the 1 malice If 


43 
4 
. 


n —_ I 


2 chy ace, and under thy wings have 
"I walked 3 thy truth has been my ſhield :7 
and my buckler to thee I owe the bleſ= 4 
| ſing of a clear and unblemiſhed name, 
and not to my own conduct, nor. the 
partiality of my friends —Glory be to 
thee, O Lord. 1 
Thou haſt led me throu gh a thouſand 
labyrinths, and enlight'ned my darkneſs. 
When ſhades and perplexity ſurrounded 
me, my light has brake forth out of ob- 
| ſcurity, and my darkneſs been turned 
into noon-day. Thou haſt been a guide 
and a father to me. When I knew not 
| where to aſk advice, thou haſt given me 
unerring counſel: The ſecret of the Lord 
bat been with me, and he has. feen me 
bis covenant.” _ 4 
In how many "Wy ack 1 Ants 4 
gers haſt thou delivered me? how narrow - 3 
my gratitude? how wide thy mercy” how *} 
innumerable are thy tho! 9 — of love 
| how infinite the inſtances rs thy. 2 I 
neſs? how high ab ve the ways 4 
: thoughts. of man? IF - 4 
How often aſt Show: ſupply 4 m. 9 
5 wants, and by thy bounty ban 


NY my -unbelief ? Thy benefits. omg ſur- 


ny di. 


Re 19 85 d and ny ay 


N * 
3 : _ 
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* 8 my faith has often Kil'd; but - 

thy goodneſs has never fail'd. The world 

q and all its flatteries have fail'd, my own 

heart and hopes have fail'd, but thy 

F mercy endures for ever, thy fairhfulnef 
has never fail dc. 

The Strength of T/Fael has never 0 
ceiv d me, nor made me aſham'd of my 
cotifidence. Thou haſt never been as a 
deceitful brook, or as waters that fail to 

7, ny ſoul. 

In . in TY aud in 

very faithfulneſs, thou haſt afflicted me: 
"Oh! how tmwillingly haſt thou ſeem'd 
grieve me? with how much indul- 

ce has the puniſhment been mix'd ? 
ve has appear d through'the diſpuife , - 
ff every frown ; its beams have glim- 
mer d chrough the darkeſt night; by e- 
very affliction thou haſt been ſtill draw- 
e me nearer to thyſelf, and removing 
ag carnal props, that I may lean with . 
more. aſſurance on the Eternal Rock. 
Thy love has been my leading glory A 
78 from the firſt intricate ſteps of life: the 
rf gn pens 1 trod were mark- 


* Jove; 1 oh * whither elſe had my 5 fin. und "M1 | 
| fly OE. 


4 * N «a 7 
1 _ - — o : 
* 


I 


thy truth. Thou haſt graciouſly conde- * 


gainſt hope, and in the greateſt pe 


ty give glory to God, by believing — 
my own experience has ſo often found, 
| That the Strength , Iſrael will not . 


let his goodneſs dwell o my ſoul. Let 


of the HEART. 143 
"I 9085 have I try d and experien- J 


INE ced thy clemency, and found an imme- 

diate anſwer to my prayers ? Thou haft 

___ofteni iterally fulfilled thy word: I have 
afreſh * of thy rathfalnef again: 


thou haſt made me a in thy good- 
neſs, and given a new teſtimony to the 


veracity of thy promiſes. 


And, after all, what ingratitude, what. 


inſenſibility reigns in my heart? Oh! 


cancel it by the blood of the covenant: 
root out this monſtrous infidelity that 
ſtill returns after the fulleſt evidence of 


ſcended to anſwer me in my on time 5 


and way, and yet I am again doubting = 


chy faithfulneſs and care. Lord, pity A 
me, I believe, O help my unbe lięf. Goon 1 
to ſuccour, go on to n, and at lat | I 
conquer my Ane | p 2 me hope a- 


nor is he as man, that he ſhould repent. 
While I have memory and conch 


me not e the depth of my diſtreſs, 4 
nguith and Importunity. of my_ 
. . vows: 82 "4 
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vows: when every human help fail d, 
and all was darkneſs and ee then 
God was all my ſtay. Then I knew no 
name but his, and he alone knew my 
| foul in adverſity. Bleſs the Lord, O my 
© foul, and forget” not all his benefits. n 


** Long as I live, I'll bieſs thy name, 
„% My King, and God of love; 

10 My work and joy ſhall be the ſanie 

3 In _ my worlds above,” 5 


1 — yet a chouſand, and ten thauſind : 
deliverances to recount, ten thouſand 
Anal d for mercies to recal: no mo— 
ment of my life has been deſtitute off 
= thy care; no accident has found me un- 
2 by thy watchful eye, or neglect- 
eld by thy providence. Thou haſt been 
| often found, unſought by my ungrate- 

Ful heart, and thy favours have ſur- 
. zriſed me with great and unexpected 
2 advantages: thou haſt compell'd me to 
receive the bleſſings my f olifh humour 
liſa; and my corrupt will would 
* Fain have rejected. Thou haſt ſtoppd 
F 2 oe ears to the deſires which would have 
ruined and undone me, vhen I might juſtly 
Have been left to my own choice, for 


850 8 of many fans and 
tollios, 


— 


How great ! 
- finite thy mercy ! Þ * . 


has never abandon'd me td the Allee 4A 
and ſtratagems of my infernal foes, nor 

left me a prey to human craft or vio- 

lence. The glory of his providence has 
often ſurpris d me, when groping ia 
thick darkneſs. With a potent voice he 
has ſaid, Lei there Be li | 
= He has Tags: his goodn 


3 


5 paſs 
- proclaimed his 


Lord Gad, mercifu 
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2 XVI. e * r i the 


to me the leaft and moſt unworthy of al | 
' the ſervants of * Lord A 


ar WEEE. 


4 * : 5 5 ; $ 
AD | „ 
n 


VERY day' s experience 8 
A my unbelief, and brings me ſome 
N * ne evidence of thy faithfulneſs. Thou 
haſt dif ld my fears, and to the con- 
uon ny 1 Pda! foes: thou haſt heard 
the voice of my diſtreſs. But a few hours 
ago, 1 was trembling and doubting, 
if thou waſt indeed a God hearing 
4 . : Prayer; and now I have a freſii inſtance 
BER thy goodneſs, which, with a grateful 
9 80 leart, I here record. May the ſenſe of | 

Saad benefits en for ever on 198 * 


+5 EE 3 ys 1. "IJ 
3 Fi | 5 , 


. 3 25 Thy mercies are new ern morning; 
chou haſt given me an inſtance f 
| 5 n eee 1 my ro ot 


i q 


F ad 1 » » Notes 1 Th . of then eiten a ds 5 
ar Egon pious writer, ſeems to tell us, that theſs wers 
nk he ä of ſix weeks of her — 9 


woo 
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gracious methods of divine providence, 3 : 
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Y | n me; I rtf love. the Lord, be- 
cauſe he has heard the woice of my Appli- 
cation; therefore 1010 5 call on n as + long ; 
a 7 live.” VVV 
1 Hor Ges, Bis way is perfed?; the 
| word of the Lord is tried: he is a buckler 
to all that put their truſt in him. He has 
punctually fulfilled the word on which 
L relied: bleſs the Lord, O [WF . | 
1 S me ; with. an un- 
" >» * courſe: language i is too faint to 4 
_ expreſs thy praiſe: no eloquence can 
reach the ſubject. My heart is warm A I 
with che pious Na ; T look upward, 4 
and ſilently breathe out the unutterable 
gratitude that melts and rejoices my ſoul?- 
I ſtagger'd at thy promiſe through un- 3 I 
belief, and yet thou haſt graciouily per- 
| formed thy words. If we ſometimes 
| doubt or faulter in our faith, Hoe 4 
- bideth red who has FO 


IM ith che mornin oli 5 my e, 4 
8 * eee are un : the * in- A 
RE Mz .- fluence 


23 
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% 
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© fluence of the ſun, and the {ſweeter beams 

of the divine favour ſhine on my taber- 
nacle.—Lord, Why me? Why am I a 
ranſom'd pardon'd HS !D — Why am T 
_ rejoicing among the inſtances of ſovereign 
Brace, and unlimited elemency? 9255 


< 
# 


I I boaſted in thy truth, and thou haſt 
not made me aſham'd: my infernal foes 


. 


\ 


are confounded, | while my fai th 16 
crown'd with ſucceſss. 


« * . , 1 


Ok! who hath raſted of thy elemeney, 5. 1 
In greater meaſufe, and more oft than l 1 


Ms * 
*. ty 6 . 4 5 . $ & = * "TIE. * 33 
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5 - When natore fails, aud day and night 
bY: 1-96 Divide thy works no more, 
3 © ever thankful foul, O Lord, F 
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| s END W EEX. 


1 8 en the goings . Get my | 

King in the ſanctuary: but O, how 
tranſient the view! my ſins turned back 
thy clemency, and yet I can celebrate the 
_ wonders of i * 1 % 


II. ä 
What do Te owe thee, 0 chi: great | 
es of men, for eaſy and. peaceful 
fleep, for nights. unmolcited. with N 4 J 
and anxiety. VVV. 
Thon round my bed a guard doſt keep e005 
Thine eyes are. en while ee „ II i 


» 4 


Not a moment flides in which en. 
un ng e mY wt a Fee 


2 
N * 
4 = Ns. £5 7 > 5 
* * 1 
25 


Thanks be to God: who kad given me 
980 victory through the Lard Jeſut C hr. * 
Thou haſt delivered me from the: ſnare 2 aj p 
of: the fowler; the craft and matics 
bs and kept 1 me back. from fit 
a . * be: "HON the. v 
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. Lord God of Iſcacl, ha 
putteth his truſt in thee.. I le 

my burden at thy feet, and thou haſt 
; dulden d me; my cares are dith 
F my deſires a; wer d. O wha 18 a G04 = 
| unto thee, near unta all that call on thee? | - 


— * % " wy 
* "A... 4 1 2 : 8 * 


3 * 24 l . 


For ever tRy dear charming name. ET 

-  ShalF dwell upon my. om . | 

1 J=ovs and falvation. be 
The theme of every — VVV = 


he D s 4 i 1 
* 3 a 


" dere 


my ſupplications. 
his faithfulneſs, and 


laſt exigence will be .Y 
E part of life. Oh !. remember me 
TT 1 my God. Thou who haſt led me 


Krength w 
of life is Juft expiring; Pp; 


diverd me, f and been 
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i my future diſtruſt of thy. faithfulneſs : F 
| and truth. ED "bt 
| 8 r 


1 eery * of my life 3 che 
ſum of thy mercies: the riſing and the 
ſetting ſun, in its conſtant revolution, 
can witneſs the renewal of thy favours: 
chou waſt graciouſly preſent in an im- 
minent danger; by thee my bones have 
been kept entire, and thou haſt not ſuf- 
fered me to daſh my foot — 


Tv. 
_ BI the Le O my foul, and all thas 355 
i wilhin me, bleſs bis holy name. BIS 
tbe Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not ali 
E bis benefits; who- heals. thy diſagſar, and 

E - pardons. all thy fins.. O thou, the great 

F phyſician of my body, as well as of my 
diſtemper'd ul, thou haſt reſtor d and 
3 naved me from death and hell:' Bleſſed! 
Jaſus, thou haſt taken my inßrmitiet, and 
Born m ſickneſs : the chaſtiſement of my: 
oe ne, . n Lan 8 
* 0 v 1 


1 cableribe. 1 to: thy mark, 0 Lords L L 
akte in contradiction to infernal Ly 7 
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9 tea ths Kelliſh | chan. 
would tempt my heart to diffidence and 
unbelief, even againſt repeated experi- 
ence, againſt the fulleſt evidence of the 


a ares ET Bo, 28 dls Wo 


| Oh! hen, ho: never flumbereſt nor 
5 bee this. night thy watchful care 
has kept me from a threatening danger; 
- thy eyes were open, while I was fleep- 
ing, ſecure beneath. the covert of On 
„%% 
Another, EY a greater Best * 
crown d the day: Ihave found [ thy grace 1 
| ſufficient in an hour of temptation, thy Þ 
_ ſtrength has been manifeſt in my 
neſs. Thane was the conqueſt; be che 
_ crown and the glory thine for ever. — : 
_ thee I have triumphed | over theſtatas - 
. of int] _ ot unte 220 ier to: in &; 
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. aſſembly I will; praiſe. thee, E will declare 
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xXXXVI. 
tion ſhall be employed to -rchearts' the 


"Dias 1 ETxxncions- 


ce. Then in the great 


thy faichfulneſs and tell to liſt ning an- 


gels vhat thou haſt done. for my ſoul, 


even for me, the leaſt in thy family, un- F 


F worthy to wipe the feet of the meaneſt 
3 of the ſervants of oy. Lord. 


e 8 are thy thou —_ of = 
85 to my ſoul! If I ſhould count them, 
| they are. more than the ſand on the 
fore: thou haſt again reprov'd my un- 
belief, and given me a new conviction 
that my whole dependence is on thee; 
*,that ſecond cauſes are nothing, but as 


; | thim « _ > th chem 1 le "ul nature | 


* 


0 aye God. 2m am again . to dif- ; 
- truſt thee, and.call in queſtion. thy faith- 
| fulneſs: oh! how deep has this curſed 
weed of infidelity 8805 itſelf in my na- 
ure, 1 . cn root it out. 3 i 
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. thy mercies, which will never have an 
end; for thou doſt renew the e A 
"; 1 thy goodneſs to a poor ungra n 
. er. Then haſt bun aal  fulfill'd che 
i on which I depended : thou haſt. 
granted the requeſt of my lips, and led 
me in a plain way chat infos not * ſh "F 
Dieſe v. 


"This day I have Nee an unexp | 

ed favour: 7 doubted the ſucceſs indeed, 2 
bur thou haſt gently rebuked my unbe- 
lief, and convinc'd me that all things 
are poſſible with thee, and that Mi 
5 Bones s of the children of men are in chy = 


| Whether "EY doſt FIT or alten I 
me, I rejoice in the glory of thy attri= _} 
| butes, in whatever inſtance they are dif- ' Þ 
_ play'd. Be thy honour advanced, whe- Ax 
ther in mercy or juſtice, I muſt AN a6 4 
ſert the equity of thy ways, and aſcribe 
1 righteantheh to my Milo. | Yet let me 8 4 L 
_ plead with thee, O my God, ſince mercy” 
is 7 5 darling attribute, oh ! let it now © | 
45 be.« 2 ace deal not with me in ſeveri- 1 
dulgence ; for if thou: gre 
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les, and. re- 
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HOU. knowelt my ſecret grief, 
where my pain ws: and what are 
4 my; doubts and difficulties. In thy wont 
iy clemency, O Lord diſpel my dark- 
50 leave me not to any fatal delußon 
in an affair of everlaſting moment. This 
is my hour of information and practice,; 
* the grave no miſtake can be rec- 
tified; as the tree falls, i, it muſt for. : 
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neſs. Kill purſues. me, O hea- 
ch an unwearied courſe; 
faithfülneſs re 
m unbelief. l ſent ap My pe- 
doubting heart, and 
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thats haſt aun, degnd to encou- 1 
rage my weak and ſtaggering faith, 

which has often waver d and fail d, even 
in the view of i ao evidence at. .1 
T2 * N 2 true 


Thou doſt * refolv'd to „ my "2 
| Weller without excuſe, by renewin 8 
the glorious conviction of thy clemence 


and truth. O let not the unworthinefſs 


of the object turn back thy benignity 
from 11 its natural courſe. | 
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" Hine many unrecorded mercies E 4 
glided along with my fleeting moments 
into thoughtleſs filence, and long obli- 
vion? How prone is my ungrateful 

| heart to forget thy benefits, or (oh! a- 
y ring guilt) to make an un e YN 
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: Oh Berg bet; my falle heart. relaps w 
25 into diſtruſt and unbelfef again; 5 thou 


| haſt rebuk d my folly, and put a new | 


a _ of praiſe into my mouth: let thoſe * : 
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Toon hy In. : whip 1 vp Rill . ? 
and infult all the malice of hell. A time 
wap 2 n cn rages be glorify'd 


1 Tan thall appear in full 45 plendour, 
Vehen che beauty of thy e ſhall 
| tcuous,- and clear from every 
blemiſh char che i impiety of men, or the 
malice of: devils have charg'd. on. yg 
malt righteous providence... 
= Her me ſtill F aſfert, 1985 the. ways fol 
E--- God are perfect; juſtice and truth: 1 e 18 
Ea freſh * f thy goodneſs to boaſt, | 
and yet my ungrateful heart is even 
now ready to diſtruſt. The Lord in- 
Cc reaſe my faith: Let thy renewed favours. 
filence my unbelief, to ſhew that the 
= Lord i is upright ; he is my rock, and there 
r 70 unrightcoufueſs i in . ts 
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1 = Weick. me 3 language, ye mini- 
flers of light, that I may expreſs my 

wonder and gratitude. O thou, who canſt 
* en che Tecxet, meaning. of * ſou}, 
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take the. aiſe chat e 1 can- - 
not expreſs ; accept theſe unutterable a1 
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1 K T. me e go on, 0 Moſt Holy, to re- 
cord thy faithfulneſs and truth; 
let it be engraven in the rock for ever; 
let be impreſs d on my ſoul, and imp of 
ible to be effaced. What artifice of bell 
is it that ſo often tempts me to diſtruſt 
thee, and joins with my native depras r 
to queſtion wy truth? ee en een 
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Oh! Way 5 never Do RY 4 2 ; 
able preſervation : thy gentle hand fuß- 
1 me, and underneath were the eyer= | 
: laſting arms, . Thou haſt kept all my Boner, FJ 
not one of them is broken : thy mercy, up- 
held me, even when it foreſaw my in n- 
- bility: and ingratitude. How: does my {> 1 | 

ilt heighton thy clemency ? How Won 4 


frous 3 is thy patience, O Lord, and bh 
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3 muſt. again begin the rehearſal of 
thy love. Thou haſt eas d my pain, 
er d. my fears, and lengthen d out 
5 days. Oh! may my being be de- 
Vvoted to "thee: let it be for ſome re- a 
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markable ſervice that Jam reſtor d to Y. 
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4 ag days, , and to Tehearſe them ſhall - 
be my glad em loyment, I truſted — F: 
2 my little rs; and thou haſt con- : 

. - deſcended to give me ſucceſs. Lord what 


18 man, that thou doſt thus graciouſſy - 
N E gar d him? + Even my 8 274 my hourly 
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